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| * Tractine, ſet furth in the zeir ol God. 15 5 8. 
be Maiſter Quintine Kennedy, Commen- 
datar, Abbote of Croſraguell , foz the 
eſtabliſching of ane Chuſtiane man⸗ 
| nis conſcience (as he alledgis ) 
the Foꝛth and ſtrenth of his 
Papiſtrte, and all vthers 
| of his Dect, as appea- 
[ ris weil be his Epiſtle | 
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Enenolent Kearder, my labour in this lptle 
Buck, bes bene pꝛincipally to giue all men to 
811 vnderftand,quhar appertenis to the Spirit and 

vonꝛde of Bod, in ali Louncels that is conuenit 

in the Fame of * fo: to haue the interpꝛe⸗ 
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- war ue eto he k be U haim, auha wald haue 
2 proce an * Zapf call argumentis, 
orthat mald haue extaione 6 chain, that mantenis 
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To the Reader. 

of his Sophiſtical Reaſonis. And alſwa thare is addtt heir⸗ 
to ane Schozt Cahle, quhareby* the principal headisof this 
Tractine ſaibe caſplie found. As to the faucis,gifony hes bene 

ouer:cnc inthe pꝛenting, J — 2 the gentle Reader to beare 

with the ſame, quhare thay may be borne with. ꝛaping 

thee vie this tractiue to the gloꝛie of God and e infozte 
ok thy ſelf, and his Kirk, And ſwa faire thaw. 
Weill in the Lozde. At the Pacdagog 
"af Glaſgw. 
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4 Quhow the Kirk receauit the Scripturs, callit Canonical, 
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mull oble and vertuous Loꝛde Alexander, 
cothema . Piemurden 5 * Dauidſone 
wiſhit grace, and peace, be the Lozde 
* Chriſte Jeſus, frome God 
the Father. 
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ere the beginning of the Refozmatione of the 
NAT 131k of —— in the trew Chꝛiſtiane Neli⸗ 
gione, amangis all vther thingis that 3our A. 
rrauellie m, for the furthſetti 7 * the Keligfon 
Il 2f Lhuiſie,J\hardnocht3our E matt cffectiuſly 
ekcpie et. 1 5 the, than that J wald make ane 
Anſwer to the lytic Bulk, ſet furth be Maiſter 
Lommendatare, Abbote of Lroſraguef: 
(inſcrunt ane Lomperdins Zracrme.confome to the Strip⸗ 
turs of Almychtp God, rexfone and suthozitie, dectaring 
narreſt and oncly way,roet cftab!i{ſche the ronference ot _ — 
ftiane man, in ali-naters-quhilks ar in debait, conrerning 
Faith and Keligione) Quhareby rh are hes bent oy, WJ — it 
£0 conminewMll in there auld Cirperftieione ant 5 55 
it t 


tho che reaſonis contenit 8 
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Fun aue great amitie trie. 
nd quhow beit mp in 


epi adit me . — of ſic ane 
inter pꝛple on hand, 3 eſtfuil and godip deſp2*, 
was ot ſa great weicht, and efficacie in my mynde, fo2 the 
greatActes zour L. tuik on hand, firſt and laſt, foꝛ the mante⸗ 
nance of thaim chat was able to haue bene oppucit foz the Ke⸗ 
ligione of Chute, but feare of . Creature, oꝛ loſing 
of3our warldly gudis. foꝛ the great humanitic. 
that I haue found in zour 2 atall tyme, mouit me (quhen J 
ſaw na vther, haiſtelp taking the confuracione heirotf on hand) 
to ſchaw my labours heirin, that the people of God ſould not 
be langer abulit with his captious Sophiſticatione, la far as 


be my 


LOL 


The Epiſtle. 


my \{mple inopne. thay mycht be ſupportit, to the auancement 
of the Kingdo:ne of God: and that the warld mycht manifeſtly 
knaw that it was nocht of Raſhnes, that the nobilitic of this 
Kealme haſart thare lies and lan is, fox the Refoꝛmatione of 
Keligione (as the Papiſftcs alledgit) bot foz the ſuppꝛeſſing of 
thay things, quhilk was ſet vp aganis the glozie of the eternal 
Bod, and commone weill of this Kealme. 
And becauſe this Butk of . Q. contenit ſa mony abſurdi⸗ 
tcis, quhilk wald haue conſumit great tyme, to haue confutit 
thaim all. It chancit weill, that ane lytle ſpace betoze the be⸗ 
ginning ofthe Kefoꝛmation of the Religion, he excerptit furth 
of this hale Buik, ane Schoꝛt tractiue, contening the hale 
mater ot his Buik, as the Coppp bearis that he ſend me, to pꝛe⸗ 
ſent to James Betoune, Archebiſchop of Blaſgw ( quha was 
my gude Maiſter and uberall Freind, quhowbeit fox religione 
we arnaw ſeperatit in ane part, as mony Fathers and-founes 
is, in thir our dapis) to quhom pꝛay Bod, ſend the treuth 
and knawledge of his woꝛde: at, that map vnit vs in Spirit 
and mynde againe together, that hes ſeperatit vs (as apperis) 
in our waridly kyndenes. And. ſen ok lait, that J fand this 
Tractine, contening the hale ſnbſtance of his Buik, amangis 
vther quaris of vther learnit mennis wzitingis that J haue. 
Aganis it N haue teauellit be Scripturs, Keaſonis, and. Ans 
cient Doctours ſayingis, ſwa that heirby, I traiſt in God, the 
mouthes of the wickit, foꝛ the maiſt pact lalbe cloſit, that bzag- 
gis with thare Louncels, and Þaptlticall Decretis, and coniti 
cutionis; outdꝛawing the hartis of the ſimple people fra the 
trew Reli ne. and thay quha hes bene in dout,quhidder thay 
war obleiſt ta obſerne and keip the decretis of thate councels oz 
not: In thare cauſcience ſalbe quiettit, aſſuritiy knawing be 
the woꝛde ol Bad, quhat ſould be keipit, and quhat nocht. 
P2ayingzour I. ta tak this 5 — quhilk N haue dedi⸗ 
cate to dur L. in gude part. And that as zour L. hes begune 
to mantene the trew Faith, and ſincere Keligiane, teachit vs 
be Thꝛiſte: Swa gap the leuing Lozde od, to mantene 


zour L. and all fauonrers of the ſame, vnta the end, that we 


altogether receaue the Croune ot immoꝛtall lyfe, that 
is pꝛomiſit to the faithfull, quha perſeueris vnto 
the end At the aedagoge of Blaſgw, the 
Firſte of Marche. In the zeir of oure 
Loꝛde Bod, ane thouſand fiue 
hundzeth, thze Scoze and 
twa zeris, 
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Heir ſollowis ane 
Schoꝛt rehears, quhairin is contenit the 
hale ſubſtance and effect of the Trac⸗ 

tiue ſet furth be M. Quintine 
Kennedy, Commendatoure 
of the Abbay of Croſs 


raguell. tc. 
(*. 


W. Nuintine Ken. pꝛintipall concluſion, 


de KirkofBod quhiſk trewly is repꝛe⸗ 
t & fentit be the Beneralt Connecls , dewlp 
onen 1s the onely appoimtit indge be 


Bod, to deterne and interpzete the right 
FI vndcr*anding of the ſcriptur fra the wzäg, 
aaubenſumener queſtion oz debait ryſis fox 
= the vnderſtanding of the ſamyn. Treuth 
tis, the Kirk.is bonnd-to interpꝛete the 
n » Scripturcs, aud pzxonounce ſentence, con⸗ 
forme to the tryall. and inſtruetton had be the lampn, as the 
ttew. euident, and faichfull mitnes bearer. ro the will and 
mynde of the Lo2de, to the quhitk Bod is the oncly iudge, and 
ra pꝛiuate nombꝛe ot men, quhow godly, oz weill learnit that 
tuer they be. Becauſe and that thing be bꝛoght in diſputation, 
quh ilk is done be the hiare powers, contoꝛme to thair vocaris, 
ar the deſyꝛe of pꝛinate men: then (all the warld liuc in perpe⸗ 
tuall debait and contronerſie. 

C To tum till ane reſolute vnderſtauding ot this conclaſion 
abone rehearſe. we man vnderſtand quhat is the Kirk, quhilk 
J helene is ſufficiriently declared in the beginning ot our buke. 
Swa that heir pꝛol to rehears war ſuperſiouus.nottheies 
as ſalbe neteſſare. fo the pteſent we ſall do. a 

: e Kirk ſum tpme is tane generally in the Scriptures, 


fo2 the vninerſal Congregation, quhaicin . nit all Chꝛi⸗ 
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Ine Confutatione of M. Q. Ken. 


' fiance men. And efter that maner the general councels ar nocht 
the hale Kirk, foz why? Enerie man quhilk is of the Kirk 


(generally tane ) is nocht requirit, noꝛ can be conuenit, to do 
that thing quhilk 19 to the generall Councels. 

Sum tyme the Kirk is tane mair ſpecially, foz the cheif 
Paſtourcs of the vniuertall Congregatione: and efter this 
ſpeciall maner, the generall councels ar the trew Kirk of Bod, 
and repꝛeſentis the vniuerſall Congregation, dauing autho⸗ 
ritie to interpꝛete the Scriptures, as map ſtand to the weill 
and quietnes of the hale Congregatione. 

M. Jhone Dauidſonis Anſwer. 

To mak this mater plainer to the Reader, quhairupon our 
dale ——— ſtandis. J.thoght beſt, oz I reaſonit aganis 
his concluſion : quhilk of it ſelf is ſumpart intricat, and difficil, 
thꝛow ſum woꝛdis of it, that may haue dowble vnderſtanding: 
quhilk he appcaris to haue ſaid plainely and ſimply, bot with 
ane dowble face ( quhilk euery man perceanis nocht) that he 
may induce men the readiar to his purpoſe, ſaping. The Kirk 


of Bod is the onely appointit Judge be Bod, to decerne and 


interpꝛete the rycht vnderſtanding of the Scripture, fra the 
w2ang: foꝛ thir wozdis(the rycht vnderſtanding of rhe Scrip⸗ 
cures and the wzang ) map moue ſum men to think that the 
Scripture hes ane wzang vnderſtanding of it awin nature, 
quhairby they may be mouit the eaſpar, to bclene that Bod had 
apporntit the Kirk, oz ſum vther Judge, to decerne the ryght 
vnderſtanding of it, fra the wzang: and that * DUNG 
could nocht be ane Judge to deterne the ſamyn, fo; than it had 
bene ane Judge to it ſelf, in it awin tauſe. Oz be thir woꝛdis 

(the rycht vnderſtanding of the Scripture, and the wzang) 
he vndecſtandis the rycht vnderſtanding of the Scripture, and: 
the wꝛang, that men takkis of the Scripture, thꝛop thair 

awin ignoꝛance, other of the oꝛdinarie meanes (quhairby God 

geuis the vnderſtanding of his Scriptures) 02 of the difficill 
mater, contenit under the woꝛdes of the Scripture, az ot the 

interpretation of the Scriptures, out of ane language in ane 


vther, oꝛ onꝑ vther wapes. F 4 2 ; 
And giue he vnderſtandis in his concluſion; that the Scrip⸗ 
ture of God hes ane rycht vnderſtanding and ane wzang, be ic 
awin nature, I lap, that his concluſion (quhith he haldis to be 
als ſure as it war ane decrete ofthe halyp Sp irite) includis in 
25885 ane manifeſt falſet, quhilk is, that the Hcripture ot 
hes ane wꝛang vnderſtanding, auhilk it hes nocht, 91 
0 g . 
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Papiſticall Counceſs. | | 6 


the Scripture gincs nocht ane wang vbnderfkanding, noz ane 
wꝛang interpꝛetation of it felt; bot men that is at controuerſie 
foꝛ maters of Keligione, thꝛow ignozance, oz ſum vther pur⸗ 
poſe, to eſtabliſche thair action, ſum of thaim interpꝛetis, and 
vnderſtandis the Scripture w2ang, and alledgis thair inter⸗ 
pꝛetation and vnderſtanding to be rycht (be lic oꝛdinarie mea⸗ 
nis as Bod hes geuin to men to pꝛoue, oz ſeik the vnderſtans 
ding ofthe Scripture to be rpche) that they cõceaue of it. As ar 
the ſciences callit liberal artes, the knawledge of the the pꝛin⸗ 
ctpall languages, conference of Scriptures with Scripturs, 
the pꝛeteptis of the maiſt Ancient Doctoꝛs, and ſiciyke thingis 
that ſeruis men, to bzinig thaim to the knawledge of the Scrip⸗ 
tures : quhilk notwithſtanding, men oft tymes vſes nocht 
rychtly, thꝛow thair awin ignoꝛance. Swa thay tak ane wig 
vnderſtanding of the Scriptur, quhilk it genis nocht to thaim, 
becauſe thair is na thing wꝛang in it. As we map vnderſtand 
be Peter, in the end of his Second Epiſtle, ſaping. In the 
Epiſtles of Paule, thair is ſum thingis hard to be vnderſtand, 
quhilk thay that ar vnlearnit, and vn table peracrtis, as thap 
do alſo vther Scriptures, vnto thair-awin diſtruction. Ze 
thairfoꝛe belouit (ſapis he) ſeing ze knaw thir thingis befoze, 
be warre, inauentures ze be allo plukit away with the erroz 
of the wickit, and fall all zour ſtedfaſtnes. Marke weill 
godly Reader, Beter ſapis, the Scriptures is hard to be vn⸗ 
derſtand, and thairfoze he exhoztis the faithtull, that thay be 
nocht led away with the erroz ofthe wickit, quhilk cumis nocht 
of the Scripture, bot thzow Ignoꝛance of the vnlearnit, that 
eruertis the Stripture:oꝛ of the vnſtable, men thzow thair 


iIpcht Jmaginations, Foz giue Bod had matd his Scripture 


of that nature, that it mycht haue had twa faces, and vnder⸗ 
ſtandingis, as the anſwers of the Gentile Gods had, men 
mycht haue bene diſſauit be the Scriptures of God, as men 
was be the anſwers of the Gentile Gods, quhilk war vn⸗ 
godly to be ſaid. And alſwa thay men that had fallin in erroꝛ, 
wald haue had ane iuſte excuſation, that the wzang vnderſtan⸗ 
ding that the Scripture gaue thaim, was the cauſe of thair fal. 
Quhairbp, now na man iuſtlp can excuſe him ſelf, foz it hes 
nocht ane wzang vnderſtanding, bot ſum men takis ane wg 
vnderſtanding of it, quhilk tauis away thair excuſa ion, and 
lapis thair erroz vpon thair awin ignoꝛance, and vnſtablenes. 
Nuhairfoze (ſen the Scripture of Bod hes nocht ane wꝛang 
vnderſtanding okit ſeit) it is manifeſt that God hes not appoin 


tit his Kirk to be Judge, to decerne the ryche vnderftandingof 
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The Confutatione of M. Q. Ken, 


the Scrigture, fea the wang, that it had of the awin nature. 
quhilk giue he had done, it war ane great abſurditic, foz that 
war als mekle to ſip, as Sod had appaiutit the Kirk to be 
Judge, betuix the thing that is, and is not. NY nth 
And gine he vnderſtandis his concluſion? on this maner 
that the Kirk of God is the onelp appointit Judge be God, to 
decerne and interpꝛete the rycht vnderſtanding of the Scrips 
tures, fca the wang, that men tahis thairot, thꝛow thair awin 
Ignozante, oꝛ ony vther wapis, to ſtabliſhe thair part of the 
controuerſie and debait, foz matcrs of Keligion, that is ryſin 
betuix thaim, and ony vther, as he appearis to vnderſtand it, 
ve all his reaſons and groundis, qu hairby he intendis to prone 
his concluſtan, J anſwer, that the Rirk of God. repꝛeſentit 
be the generall Councels, quhow dewly that ener thay be con⸗ 
uenit, is not the onely Judge appointit be GS. to decerne the 
rycht vnderſtanding ofthe Scriptures, fra the wiang. Athen⸗ 
ſume ner queſtion oz debait ryſis, fo the ouder tand of che 
ſame. Foꝛ in ſa far, as 9. Q. incermꝛetis che Ric, ta be the 
cheik aſtoꝛs of the vninerſall Congregation. He (all nat kinde, 
the hale, noꝛ aue part ot thaim annointit v 159 at- 
Judge, to decerne the ryche vaderitanding of cd e, 
fra the wꝛang. Fo2 gine thay had bene aphninic oe 1535, to 
be Judges, to decerne the rycht vnderſt indung or the Sceig⸗ 
ture, fra the wang: Chꝛiſte Jeſus, oꝛ his Ap tles had maid 
fum mention thairot, in thair office, that God hes apgoiutit to 
thaim in the Scriptures, that men qubilk had bene at contro⸗ 
uerſie foʒ maters ofreligis, mycht haue han recourſe co thai,” 
Bot thair is na mention maid, that thay ar appointit to ſit ind⸗ 
gement, foz jSaule ſpeaking in the 4. Chap. to the Epheſians, 
ok the Apoftlis, Pꝛophetis, Enangeliſtis, Baſtoꝛs, and tea⸗ 
chers, quhom Sad hes maid cheif Paſto2s of the vninerſall 
Longrcgatian, teſtifeis, that thay ar appointid be God fo the 
1 togither or the Sainctis foꝛ the wark of the Miniſte 
rie, and the edil cation or the body ot Chiſt. c. Sictyke Chꝛiſt 
Feſus, at his departing to his àpaſties, the cherf jaftozs of 
the vninerſall Congregatione, he gane ane generall charge to 
thaim all, ſaying , pas thzotws the hale warld, and pꝛeacht the 
Euangell to all Creature. BJarck.- 18. alfwa in the Firſte 
Chap. at the Actes of the Apoſtles, makand na mentione of ſic 
Judgement, he ſapis vnto thaim. ze (all receaue the power ot 
the haly Bai, quhen he ſall cum on zow, and ze ſall beare wits 
nes vnto me, baith in Jeraſalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Hamar ia, and vnto the vttermeſt part of the earth, Siclpke, 
& wi 
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will we read thꝛow all the Scriptures, the dewetie of ane Biſ- 
.chope, oꝛ ane Elder, quha hes bene ape ſen the Apoſtles days 
haldin cheik Paſtoꝛs of the vninerſall Congregatione: we tali 
ntuer finde that thay ar 2 tit be Bod, as Judges, to de⸗ 

| ug ofthe Scripture, fra the wang. 
Bot the maiſt thing. that thay ar requirit with, to dg agams 
thaim thar takis of the Scripture ane wzang vnderſtanding. 
is, to exhoꝛt with halſum doctrine, and impꝛoue thaim that 
ſapis aganis it. Tit. 1. 9. and that thay ſall flee fouliſche queſ- 
tiones. and Genealogeis, and contentions, and bzawlingis 
about the Law. And firlyke, thay ſould relect him, that is ane 
heretpke, efter ane 02 twa admonitiong. Tit. z, 10, In this, 
no2 na vther Scriptires, ſapis Chriſte Jeſus, noz his Apoſt- 
les, that the cheif Paſtot 


dtbait, 
that Bod 
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the cripture, fra the wzang, and foz the opinions that men 
| hes tine of the Scripture, hes chuſit chair iudge as thay pleſit. 
l And becanſe that C hꝛiſte Jeſus hes left na thing to his Kirk 
bot his Scriptures, to beare witnes of all thingis that is re⸗ 
| quirir fo our S aluatione to be knawin of him. Jhbon. 5, and 
1 his S pirite to teache vs all veritie be men (as his mouth) 
ontwartly, and inwartly be him ſelf, wozkand in our hartis: 
quhilk ar the onely thingis quhairby we haue knawiedge of 
the veritie, and diſcretione, betuix the veritie and the falſet, in 
maters concerning Keligtone: ſum men thairfoze hes referrit 
the Nr thair coutrouerſie, to the woꝛde and Spirit 

of Bod, as thair io 8, Arbitraris.. Foz this is the onelp 
thin is, that thay hes bene at controuerſie fo: — 
hes lacht to haue thair action iudgit be: as we may 
ay: to haue wo done be Thꝛiſte Jeſus, and mony weil learnit 
and godly men. [Foz Chꝛiſte Jelas affirming him lelf to be the 
Sonne of God, and the Jowes affirming the contrarie, as is 
wꝛittin in the. 3. Chap. of Jhon, in ſafaras thay wald haue 
Kaine him, be appeillis thaim tor the Scriptures, to be iudgit 
| 8 , ſayin wg ed the Heriptures, oz in thaim 3e think to 
| oor! e Et : and thay ar thay quhilk teſtifeis of me. 
| | hair 4 —_— e ane greater controuerſie, oꝛ queſtion, foz 
þ onp mater of Keligione, noz this was, betuix Chziſte Jeſus 
and the Jowes (quha than in 7 was the onelg Kirk of 
Bod) gine he was the of God, equale to the Father,oz 
nocht? and he hes reterrit him ſelf, as to his awin godly mates 
fic, manhead, and doctrine, to be Judgit be the Seriptures 
in this contronerſie. and nocht vnto thaim auha had the —— 
in the kirk, and the Jowes . na thing aganis the 
tures in this lace, quhy thap map not be iudge betuix — 
And zit the Scriptures oY m_—_— the appointit Judge be 

God bert Lh:iſte Jeſus and the Jowes, - 

C And giue onp man will obiect, th at quhatſumeuer th 
bearis 1 5 — it tan nocht he ane 39 0 in the ſame ſelf — 
bot the Scripture beatis San Lhziſte, betuix him and 
the N he be the S of Bod, oz nocht: thairfoꝛe 
thay can nocht be Jud pe car og thay beare witnes of him. 
J anfwer,thar in warldly and moꝛtall E foz vſing of 
parcialitie, ane thing can nocht gu dlie be baith Judge and 
witnes: bot in thap thingls ingis that is Aerea and immortal, 

-quhilk tan notht vie parcialicie (as is the word of God) ant 
thing map vaith beate witnes and be Judge. T hairtoze it is 

[ na inconuenient, that the Scriptures baith beare witncs _ 

i e 
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Judge, 1 onp conttouerſie foz maters 0 


* Sapfiicatt Councels. 8 
de Indge in ony tontronerſie fot maters of Keligion, fox and 
thair war twa that diſaggreit vpon ane Artickle of our beleue 
(as foz exemple) gine ane denpit that Chꝛiſte Jeſus was bozne 
of ane Girgine, and ane vther affirmit that he was bozne of 
ane gruene; thir twa wald referre thaim baith to the 
e Sctipture. And than thir ſapingis of Etap 
1 a of — * War bꝛocht co decyde the 
— 6291 Sen Oe FER W naop — = any 
onne; cr Sto that his 
alſertione as trew, 92 = SE was —_ of ane 4 5 
. — rw w 
ane wiegen f dan tis e 
e to; the that is cri, 
aberuixthe cuin and the crutkit; tadge, a ru And de⸗ 
cernis etugrde um and the b. Sicipke 
the wage or an is, betuix twa that is at controuerſie 2 ony 
mater o 
Secondly; becaute the ryche vnderſtanding of the Scripture 
of Bod, could Renee er de deternit fra the wzang vnderſtandi 
chat men takis of it, noʒ na controuerſie in maters concernit 9 
religion, could be aggreit, dot be rouge woꝛd and Spirit of God. 
Thair hes neuer bene ane herityke that hes bene of ony lear⸗ 
ning, quhow wickit that euer he was ( gine he was content 
to be iudgit, in the thing he mantenit ) bot he hes bene content 
to refcrre the iud t of his contronerſie and aſſertion, to 
os Scripture of: P02 AUTOR be reaſon d e our any —4 
er th are e ane infallible Judge in lic! 
Fedde and he micht be allurit to bane! his 1 15 
and decydit tretolp, without alt fuſpitione of rcialitie, o 


kauoure bearing, mair to ane part noz to ane v | 
Thzidly, beſyde this that we haue daylie le eeperience of of,quhair- 
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tan kinde ane better Judge, than aue man be quhom God ſpea⸗ 
Rigs. Thairfoze lat vs nocht g. - in this mater, and this cons 
tronerſie, to warldip and humane letters. The Poete mat 
rat iudge betnix vs, bot the Prophet. And in the faſt parc of 
the ſampn Sermone (ſapis he) lat che Prophet Judge, zea, 
tat heꝛ lat God Judge be the Po het, lat vs baich hald oute 
pcate, quhat we haut ſaid, it is Hard. Lat me under rand ſayis 
thow, that J map belene; and J laid, belcue that thow may 
vnderſtand: lat the Propyet anſwer, withont ze belent, ze (ail 
not vnderſtand Elap. 5. this ſapis Anguſtine. Now Auz 
guſtine, heir be the deciſtone of his contronerite, teachis vs in 
controuerſeis, nocht to ſctk the Kirk to be dur Judge ( quhiitz 
as J. Q. allrgis. is the oneip appointit Judgr be Bod ) oz 
the geue: all 'Conncels, oz the Scriptures af men (as is the 
wiptingis of mophane Poctis to be Judges) bot onelp the 
Spirit and worde of God. For giue Aiug'1ſtine had knawin, 
tat God had appouitit bis Kirk to be the oncty Judge, to 
deterne the rycht vnderſtanding of the Scripture, fra the 
v zang: he had ſaid, J knaw nocht giue God hes appointit ane 
better indge than his kirk, guhtlk he ſlapis not, bot J knaw 
1:0: ſapis he) gine we can finde ane better Judge, than aue 
man be quhome God ſpeakts. Quhairkoze it is plane, that 
Auguſtme and his adue} fare knew thalr Judge, not to ſtand 
in Boos appotnring, bot in tharr awin finding and chaſing, 
to Judge that tontroucrſic: ſaping, lat the Prophet Judge, 
zea, 02 rather, lat Bod Judge be the Prophet. Giuc the Pꝛo⸗ 

het had bene appointit Judge be God, oz give Bod walde 

aue had the Judgement referrit oncly to him ſelf, Auguſtine. 


dad not ſaid, iat the Prophet Judge, oz rather God. Be the 


qnhuk. all men map eic irip lee, that he meanis not that he deſp⸗ 
tit the Pꝛophet, be reaſone of his manly wit oꝛ reaſcnc, to be 
Judge: oz Bod to diſcend out of heancn to be Judge: bot he 
d ſypꝛis the woꝛde of Bod, ſpokin be man (as the month of 
Ga the halp Spirite ) to Junge thait controuerſie. and 
Jaittoze, nubair he ſapis heitetter, lat the ÞP2opher anſo cr. 
Lt weauis nocht that che Prophet E ſay, quba was departit 
Ecitby, ane ti ouſand zeit 02 Auguſtine was boꝛne, ſouid rpte 
agame, aud be thair Judge: bot be pÞcip2ts the u 02d ot Geek, 
q ũhilſk the Pꝛophet left ĩ wait to the kik ot Bed, to be Jut gc, 
as map be plaincip perecauit be Anguſiines wozdis. 
Stclpke Auguſtine in the, 15. Sermon of rhe woꝛdis of the 
Loꝛde, ichan is quhow the rychi vnderſtanding is J utgir fra 
thc wrang, be the woꝛd of Bod, of this twa places of ſcripture. 
Wu thy brother tailzeis agauis the, cozrect hum becuip tyc, and 
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orcty, Math. 18. And repꝛoue ſiunares oppeulp, that vthers 
may haue fcare. 1. Tumor. 5. Quhat do wc (ſapis Auguſtine)? 
beit we this cõtrouerſie, as iudges? God forbid. ca, rather be- 
ing cõſtitute vnder the iudge. lat vs knot that we map ipetrae 
to haue it oppinit to vs, lat vs flee vnder the wyngis ofonre 
Loꝛd God, foꝛ he hes nocht ſpokin contrare to his Apoſtles, be 
cauſe in him he hes ſpokin, as he ſayis, wyli ze tak experiente 
of him that ſpcakis in ine Chꝛiſte : 2. Cozinth. iz, Chziſte in 
the Euangel, Chꝛiſt in the Apoſtole, tharetoze Chziſt ſaid baith 
the ane, and the vther. Ane be his awin mouth, the vther be 
the mouth of his Herald. And this farre Auguſtine, Quha of 
t his twa Scripturs, bccaulc he ſeis that mE may tak ane wꝛãg 
vnderſtanding ofrhain, as giue anc oppin Spnuate wald ſay 
to ant Miniſter, becanſe J am 30ur bzother, ze ſulbe cozrect me 
ſecretlie, and ſiclpke ane Miniſter, give he walde ſay to ane, 
qubhom he knew to haue ſynnit ſecretlie, thow man be oppin⸗ 
lie coꝛrettu, becauſe Maulc biddis coꝛtect ſpnnars oppinlie. 

Z harcfozc he wyll nocht tak on hand to be indge, foꝛ to dece rne 
the rycht vnderſtanding fra the wzang of this twa Sctipturs: 
bot as ane weill learnit man (be the oppinning of the Scrips 
tuts, that men map ſee quhov the Seriprure indgis the rycht 
vndet ſtãding of thaim ſelf, fra the wꝛãg, that is takin ofthaim) 
he vits the oꝛdinat ie mtanis on this maner, ſaping, take tent 
giue thy bother hes failzeit aganis the, coxrect him bctuix him 
and the onclp. Quby 7 becauſc he hes ſpnnit aganis the. Quhat 
is that, hc-hes ſynnit agams the: thow knawis that he hes ſin⸗ 
nit, becauſe it was ſecrete, quhen he Spnnit aganis the, ſcik 
ane ſecreit betuix the & him, quhe thow coꝛzrectis him, that hes 
failzeit aganis the. Foz ginc thow knawis onely that he hes ſin 
nit aganis the, thow befoze all men wald repꝛoue him, thow 
ar nocht ane coꝛrectour, bot ane reuclare. 

And cfter this, it followis, bot giue he hes done to the inturie 


in the audience of monp, he hes failzeit agams thaim, quhom 
he hes maid wytnes of his iniquitic: Tharctoze thap thingts 


ar to be coꝛrectit oppinlie betoꝛe all me, This farre Auguſtine, 
Quha be thir ſapings, ſeikis nocht the Judgement of the Kirk, 
to decerne the rychr vnderſtanding of thir twa places fra the 
wang. as may be planclic ſcin, bot is content to flet vnder the 
wynats ofthe Loꝛde (that is his Scripture ) & heir the iudge⸗ 
n::Ct of Gods word. be the quhilk, he ſchawis quhow thir woꝛ⸗ 
dis (aganis the) gems vs lycht to vnderſtand, and contiliat 
baith thir places. And as ane faithtull iudge decernis to vs, 
quhom we ſall cozrect ſecre;lie, and quhom oppinlic, quhilk is 
the dilerttione ofthe rycht vnderſtending of this — 
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fra the wang: foꝛ without thir woꝛdis ( aganis the) the kirk 
noꝛ na man cauld haue indgit, quhilk man ſulde haue bene co2- 
rect ſecretlie, + quhtik oppinlie. As Auguſtine the Inſtrument 
of Bod makis manifeſt heir to the warld. Be thir twa ſayings 
of Auguſtine all men map perkptlie ſec that Auguſtine, and his 
aduerſoure hes cheſit the ſpirit æ Scripture of Bod, to be thare 
iudge, be the quhilk thare debait was fyniſſit, making na men⸗ 
tione ofthe kira, as ane iudge appoyntit to thaim be Bod. 
And becauſe the Scripture of God, on the quhilk the cõtro⸗ 


uerſleis of Religione is groundit, ar oft tymes obſcure, and ſum 


Scripturs appearis to be repugnant to vthers. And fox diners 
taulis, thare is ſyndꝛie ſenſis collectit of thaim, farre different, 
thare hes bene mony weill learnit mE(becanſe thay could nocht 
be ſatiſfyit in thare controuerſie be the plane text of Scripture) 
that hes ſocht ane lytle nombꝛe. oꝛ ane great multptude, of the 
maiſt godly and weil learnit mẽ in the — hams gude 
vnderſtanding ofthe ozdinaric meanis, quhareby the ſpirit of 
Bod communicatis the rycht vnderſtanding of his woꝛd to his 
Kirk : quha being conuenit together, hes ſumtpme borne the 
name ok ane generall, ſumtyme of ane pꝛouincialſ councell. 

And alſwa becauſe the ſpirit of God ſpeakis to men in contro⸗ 
ucrſeis cõcerning Keligione, dutwarlie, bot be men: thap haue 
referrit thare tcontrouerſie to the iudgement of the worde and 
ſpirit of God: and to men, as concerning the vſing and trea- 
tyng of the oꝛdinarie meanis, quhareby the ſpirit of God com⸗ 
moundlie geuis the vnderſtanding ofthe Scripture, and the 
dilcretione of the rycht vnderſtanding thareof fra the wrang: 
that thay mycht haue the deciſtone of thare controuerſie, firſt 
be the infallible indgement of the worde and ſpirit of God, as 
the ſolide and trew indgement, ground of all indgements con⸗ 
terning religion: and ſecondly, be the conſenting o2 appꝛouing 
indgement, of godly a weillearnit mẽ( nocht that the iudgemẽt 
of the word of Sod, miſtars the conſent oꝛ appꝛobatione of m8, 
bot foꝛ the weaknes, and infirmitie of man, that can credit na 
thing without tcachement, and inſtructione of vrhers) ſafarre 
as thay ar monit to conſent with the woꝛde of Bod, be the o⸗ 
peratione of the haly ſpirit, bꝛyn zing the Scripturs to thare 
remembꝛance, that makis foꝛ the deciſione, of the controuerſie: 
and geuing thaim grace of vſing, and vttering, of the ozdina- 
ric meanis, quhilk ſeruis fo? the deciſione of the contronerſic: 
q ihilk I can nocht call pꝛoperlie ane tudgement, bot anc cõſent 
and appꝛobatione of men, vtering and appꝛouing the thing to 
thc warld, be woꝛd o2 w2yr, that is iudgit be the woꝛd of 1 
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And this map be pꝛouin marufcllic in the Mꝛimitiue Kirk, co 
haue bene obleruit in they. Cap. ot the Actes, quhare the cb- 
tentione being great betuix Baule 4 Barnabas, and thay that 
come fta Jowp, and tcachit, that che Sentiles could nocht be 
ſaur, without thay had bene circumticiſic, becauſe thare was mo⸗ 
ny Scriprurs, that appcartt to mak foz baith the partis of the 
queſtione, and na religione was ſtableſit in thay dapis, bot be 
the plane woꝛd of Bod. The kirk of Antiochia that could noche 
be content with the iudgement of Scripture, allegit als weill 
foꝛ the ane ſyde, as foꝛ the vther, oꝛdanit that Baule, and Bar⸗ 
nabas, and certane vthers of thaun, ſuſde go vp to Jeruſalem 
vnto the Apoſtolis, and Elders ( quhomthay knew to be ulu⸗ 
minat with the treuth of Gods woꝛde) to haue the.o2dinarte 
meanis vlit ( quhareby the ſpirit of God geuis the vnderſtan⸗ 
ding of his Scripturs to men) about this qucſtione. Sine it 
was neteſſare, that the Gentiles that beleuit ſuld be cirxcumci⸗ 
ſit, oꝛ nocht? we read nocht that the Apoſtles, and Eldars of 
the kirk of Jeruſalem was appopntit be God to be indges to 
this, oꝛ ſiclyke queſtionis. Bat that the kirk of Antiochia, oꝛ⸗ 
danit that Baule and Barnabas, (quha doutit nocht inthe ma 
ter as ſalbe ſaid heirefter) and vthers of thaim ſuld paſſe to the 
Apoſtles and Elders of Jeruſalem, as men hauing the oꝛdina⸗ 
rie meanis, quharebp the ſpirit of God geuis the vnderſtading 
of his woꝛde (as be his mouth) to the warld. that thay mychr 
haue be oppinning of the Stripturs, the iudgemt̃t of the woꝛd 
and ſpirit of Bod, be thaim, as he had geuin thaim vtterance. 
and vnderſtanding, to ſatiſlie thaim that was at controucrſie 
fo: this queſtione. And thairfoꝛe this queſtione being mouit 
to the Congregatione, the Apoſtles & Elders, conucnit, nocht 
to indge vn the queſtione be thare naturall wyſedome, oꝛ to de⸗ 
fine thare vpon be ane lang conſuetude, bot to vic the ozdina= 
ric meanis, quharebp Bod geuis the vnderſtãding of his ſcrip⸗ 
ture, that be thaim, thap mpcht haue che knawledge of thay 
Scripturs, that concernit the queſtione that was mouit in the 
congregatione:and quhen thay had done all thap tould do, efter 
lang diſputatione ſubmittit thaim ſelf to the indgement of the 
halp ſpirit, and woꝛde of God, quhilk he had ſpokin lang be⸗ 
foꝛc, be the mouth of the Pꝛophetis, and at that comrentrone of 
the kirk of Jeruſalem. ſpak the ſame woꝛde againe be the mo⸗ 
nth ot the Apaſtole: and becauſe the ſpirit and woꝛde of Sod, 
indgit and decernit, that circumciſione was nocht neceſlare, to 
the Gentiles that beleuit: the controucrſte was iudgit, and 
endit be all thare tonſentis, that was of the countel. And thare 


reſtit na mair to the kirkof Jicruſalem to do, bot * ſchaw to 
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the wrld, thxt qriflk che winde of Bod tudgit, and the haly 
ſuirit dytit to chain, gaue thaim vererance,to icha o be word 


_ £2 wr, as his monch and wipttars: g ihiln mio be cle lie 


perceanit be the decrete af the haly Spirit wꝛpttin in the ſard 
Cap. It hes pleaſit the haly ſpi it à v5. c. Ju the fickt part 
ol the decreit, thay haue put the haly ſpirit thare iudge, gyde, 
and pꝛelident, to ſignific to the warlo that rhay haue iuogit na 
thing, bot ſubſeriuit to the iudgement ofthe ſpirit and woꝛd of 
God: And alſwa that thay haue put ua thing in wryr, bot as 
he hes dytit vnto thaim, quhowbeit thay ar namit i rhe wꝛyttin 
detrete: nocht that I ſay this of inp fantaſie, bot efter the com⸗ 
mone maner of the Scripturs ſpcainng : quhilk is accuſtumtit 
to put the name ofthe Miniſters efter eye name of Bod: noch: 
that thay attry but thareby ro the AJ :2miters that appertenes 
onely to God, bot to teſtifie vnto the warid that God is treu⸗ 
nie with thaim and that thay haue arceinycie na thing bot that, 
of the quhiul God ts the autoꝛ. And to conferme the tame with 
authoꝛitie of Scriptute, it is wipttin Erad. 14. Po belcutt 
thc Loꝛde, 3 Mopſcs his ſeru ind. Coe people ot Ncraell coulote 
nocht belene Bad. and be gydit be his gauernement without 
thay had belcure 2 3ypics quhome he conſtitute gouernonure to 


thatmꝛæ pit ſuppoſe this ſcripture ſavis thay veleuit Myſes, 


we attribut not that faith. with the quhilk tha beleutt S0, 
to Moyſes: bot that chay beleuit the doctrone, that de trachit 
thaim in the name of the Loꝛde. Siclyke in this decrete, it hes 


pleaſit the haly ſyirir #925. ⁊c.efter tqe halo ſpicit, is u unit the 


Ayoſttes, Elders x brethren, the mem nis of rhe kirk vader 
this woꝛde ws) nocht that thay could nk on decrete of faith 
to thaim that was at controuerſie, foꝛ the kick can nocht make 
anc decrete oz Arricte that may bind man to beleue ony thing, 
as this dots. Q iharefoꝛe to ſpeał to the treuth, tyis decrece 
is the haly ſpiritis: and it appertenis nu mair to the Agoſtleg 


and kirk of Fernſale, nor the Kingis Proclamation? pertenis 


to the wꝛyttars and Heraldis, that wꝛyttis and pꝛoclamis it. 
And on lyke m mier it hes pleaſit the kick quhen thare hes be⸗ 
ne onp contronerſte in maters of religione, to cõuene the maiſt 
godly and weill learntt men of the kirk, nocht to hauc thare 
à vin iu gement, bat be the oꝛdinarie meauis viuing to (ce and 
vnderſtand the indgement afthe word of Sod, quhilk is nocht 
cls, bot the i idgement ofthe haly ſpirit. Foz thap haue nocht 
diuers iundgemẽts: q thilt the Scripturs attributis ſumtpme 
to men (as Gaule ſaping. The ſpirituall mau inogis all, and 
is inagit be nine. 1. Toꝛinth. 1. Foz the vniont that is be⸗ 
tuix the ipirit 0: G id ana the ſpirit of man, that adheris to — 
: & 02dEc 
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Loꝛd Bod : nocht that the iudgement hes reſpect to mt, qubhare 
Haule ſapis the ſviritu ul man iudgis al. bot to the ſpirit of Bad 
that reuelis and ſpcakis be men. the iudgements contenit in 
bis worde, as his mouth æ miniſteris, the quhilk etter the word, 
is the autwart, and declaring iudge ot the wyll of God to the 
reſt of the membꝛis of the Rirk: quharefoꝛe Paule ſapis nocht, 
that the man iudgis all, bot the ſpirituall man: In quhũ thare 
is to be conſiderit the natural main, that can do na thing in ſpi⸗ 
ricuall eſtaris, and the ſpirit of God quha vſis the man ( as his 
mouth) to declare his wyll + indgemet to the warld, quharefoꝛe 
Paule attributis iudgemẽt to ſpiritnati men. Confoꝛme to this 
{apings. is alſwa Auguſtine aganes Martminns the Arriane, 
ſaying, nother I the countell of Micene. noꝛ thaw the counceii 
of Aruminence, ſould bꝛyng in to pꝛeiuge. noꝛ J be the antoꝛi⸗ 
tic ot this. no thou be the àutaꝛitie of it.ſould be bound, bot he 
the autoꝛitie ot the Scripturs, nocht to ono mi pꝛoper, bot cd⸗ 
moune wytues of baith, lat ane mater with ane vther, aue rea⸗ 
{one with ane reaſone, ane canſe with aue cauſe; contend. Dotr 
Auguſtine wpll nother grant to hum felf, noꝛ vtheris fic prnt- 
lege, that the counceil of Ricene, oꝛ Ariminente ſall pꝛeiuge onp 
mater, bot he wyll haue the veritie of the cauſe indgit be the 
Scripture, quhilk he haldis of greatare autaut ie noꝛ the coun⸗ 
cell. Q iharefoꝛe we may ſee plainelie thar Auguſtine ſiclpke 
geuis na autoꝛitie to men. chat is con nenit in the co incelſis.oʒ 
vtherwapis, to ind ge contro nerſcis, bat ta the Stripturs the 
Teſtimoneisof the haly Spirit. 

S wa wyll we conſider the mater ofindgement, in al contro⸗ 
uerſeis fot religione pertytlie, we ſall fynd the worde, ſvirit of 
Bod to be the onelp iudges, be the quhilk all controuerſie con⸗ 
ccrning religione is iudgit, endit, + pacerpit: # nocht the kirk, 
Fon in all de bait concerning religtone, the kirk man firſt heare 
quhat the woꝛde of Bod ſapts. ſpokin be the ſpirit of Bod, fot 
it is the lycht in all doutſum materis of religtone, + with that 
part of the controuerſie, that cuer the woꝛd of Bod ſtandis, and 
aggreis. the kirk man ſtand and conſent with the lame. Foz 
giuc the kirk aggreit and conſentit, with ane vther part of the 
contronerſic, than the woꝛd of Bod conſentis, æ agarets with, 
the kirk war agams the Scripture, quhilk war ane great ab- 
ſurdixic, and ſwa it walde ceaſe in that part to be the Kirk of 
Bod. And ſen it is ſwa, that the Birk man ſtand and aggre to 
thc delpncrance,and iudgement of the wozde of Bod:the word 
of Bod man haut firft iudgit and endit the coutrouerſie, ta the 
e*Hiik the kirk man conſent and aggre, ot it can aggre thareto 

Foz nathing can aggre,noz cõſent to the thing it knawts nocht. 
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Thareftoꝛe the tontrouerſie man be firſt endit and indgit be the 
woꝛde ot Bod, vtherwaytsthe kirk can nocht conſent mair 
to ane parr-,no2 to anc vther of the controuerſie. As was 
done in the cõtrouerſie, quhilk was bꝛocht befoze the Apoſtles 
frathe Birk of Antiochia, to Jeruſalem: quhare the kirk culde 
Judge na thing, quhill the woꝛde of God was firſte harde in 
thair aſſemble, quhat it Judgit in the mater. And becauſe the 
woꝛd of God, Judgit that the Gentucs, quhilk beleuit, miſtert 
nocht to be cirtumciſit foz thair Saluatione. The Apoſtles, 
Elders, and bzcthacn, followit the Judgement of the woꝛde of 
Bod, quhilk was tontirmit be Mtracks, as Panle and Bars 
nabas teſtifeis, aud geuing of the halp Spirit to the Senriles, 
as Þerer Ichawis, twa the Kirk of Jeruſalem culde aſcribt 
na Judgement of the controuerſie to thaim ſelt, for onely it ap- 
pertenit to thaim, to vtter to the warld, the iudgemẽt of Gods 
worde, confoꝛme to the diſcretione, geuin to thaim be the Halp 
Spirite. 
Fpnally. gif the kirk had bene appoltit indge be God, to deter⸗ 
ne the rycht vnderſtãding of the ſcripture fra the wag, quhen⸗ 
ſimmener queſtiume had ryſen foz the vnderſtanding of the ſamc: 
it had bene neteſſare, thatithe Latine Lirk, and the Greik, had 
bene firſte appointnu be Bod Judges, to haue decernit, quhilk 
Text of Greik, and Latine, had bene faithfullp, accoꝛding to 
the oziginall tranflatit, and quhilk nocht, oꝛ thay had bene 
appointit Judges, to deterne the rycht vnderſtanding of the 
Scripture,frathewzang. Bot in na part of the Scripture, hes 
Bod appointit the Kirk as Judge, to decerne, quhilk Text is 
-trewly tranſlatit, accoꝛding to the Oꝛiginal, and quhik nocht. 
And thairfozc, he hes nocht appomtit the Kirk to decerne the 
rycht vnderſtanding of the Scripture, fra the wꝛang: for the 
decerning ot the rycht Text, fra the wzang, man pꝛecede the 
rychr vnderſtanding and interpꝛetatione: be reaſone thair was 
neuer men vnto this day, that culde be Judges, to decerne the 
tycht vnderſtanding of the Scripture, fra the w2ang. of ane 
Text, quhilk thap vnderſtude nocht, oꝛ that war wꝛang in⸗ 
terpꝛete, as the commune tranflatione is, in diuers and \in=- 
dꝛie places, and nortt be ſindꝛie clining men, as be Auguſtinus 
Eugubinus, Eraſmus Noterodamus, Nicolaus Delv2a, 
and ſindzie vthers, quhair nother the Bretk, no2 the Latine 
Text aggreis with the oꝛigmall Text of Mebꝛe w, of the auld 
Xeſtament, noꝛ zit the Latine Text aggreis with the ozig inal 
Bretk Text ot the new Teſtament. And ſen the Larine Kirk 
des admittit ane Text to be red, and interpꝛete neirby ane 1168. 
| z3crts 


7 


ro 


CO GWHANanGacGe HUG GOSNGPMRY 11 


—_— r= wy vu ww CTS9 WY Uh 


Papiſtican Councels. 12 


zeris, be thair Judgement, that is notit to be wang tranſlatie, 
in ſindꝛie and diuers places (of the quhilk kirk I bele te M. Q 
ſpcakis) thair is na man that can think iuſtlp, that Bod wald 
appoint thaim to be tudges, to decerue betuix the rycht vnder⸗ 
ſtanding of the Text of the Scripture and the wꝛang, that culd 
nocht iudge perkytlie on the tranſlatione of the text. Foꝛ than 
God had appopntit vs ane blynd, and vncertane iudge, to de⸗ 
ccrne the rycht vnderſtanding of the Scripture fra the wꝛang. 
For he that is vacertane in the text, ofneceſſire he man be vn- 
certane to make ane gloſe on the text. And giue onp man thin⸗ 
kis ( becauſe dure Fozebears is deparrtt at peace of the Lo2de 
God, hauing na vcher tranſlatione noꝛ the commune tranllati⸗ 
one, that the kirk hes receauit) that it is ane great arrogãce, to 
delſyꝛe of the Scripture ane new tranllatione mair peripte, 03 
that ony vther interpꝛetatione ſoulde be ſocht, noꝛ hes bene v⸗ 
ſit betoꝛe be the ancient Fatheris, quha was weill exercit in the 
Scripturs. J anſwer , that it is nocht alpke, to be ane inters 
pꝛetour, aue Bꝛophet, oz anc Euangeliſt. Foz the Prophere & 
Euangeliſt can nocht dillaue, noz be diſſeauit. Bot gute J ſay, 
that ane ĩterpꝛetaur hes errit fra the mynd ofthe authoz, thꝛow 
obſcurencs, oꝛ iguoꝛance of the languagis, J do him na wꝛãg; 
giue the place ofthe Scripture be ſchawin. quharein he hes fail⸗ 
zeit, quhilk was the mynde of Dicrome 1a the Epiſtole ad kre⸗ 
telam. And allwa of Auguſtine. Libz. 2. de doctrina Chziſti⸗ 
ana: Qi1hen thay deſpre vs to go to the Oꝛiginale text, quhen 
ony queſtiane happinnis in the Greik, oz Latine text. Fox it 
is ane maulie office to interpꝛet, quhilk of ane Pꝛophete, oʒ E⸗ 
uanacliſt, J dar nacht ſay. S iclyke it is nocht wꝛang to ſaye, 
that thare is ane great difference betuirt the vnderſtanding of 
the law of God, that is ſufficient to be knaw in foꝛ ane mannis 
ſaluatione, and the vnderſtanding of the law of God, that is re⸗ 
quirit in ane pꝛechour, and in thaim, that ſulde be membus of 
generale, oꝛ pzoninctale councells, to quhom it appertenis to 
haue ſa pertpte v iderſtanding, that thay can giue ane compt of 
the leiſt popnt of the law. Tharcfoze it may ſtand weill that be 
the commune tranſlatione men mycht be inſtructit ſuffictentlie 
to thair Saluatione. And that thay, quha hes bene eſtemit 
chcif Paſto2s of the kirk, and men able to haue bene mem⸗ 
bers of Benerall , oz Pꝛouinciall Councels, conlde nocht 
be inſtructit ſufficientlie, be the commune tranflatione in all 
controuerſeis, that mpcht happin, foz maters of Keligione. 
And gik it mychr be, that the Komane kuk hes receauit be 
it awin Judgement the commune tranllatione, quhilk. 
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toulde nocht ſerue thaim for all controuerſeis, concernyng 
Kelicgione, thꝛow rhe errozs that is found in the crauſlattone, 
thair is na man that can ſay than, that thap warre woꝛthy 
to be Judges, ro decerne the rpchr vudelſtanding of rhe 
Scripture, fra the wrang: oz to interpꝛete the Scriptures - 
that vnderſtude not perfitely the text. Foz he that is vncertane 
in the Text, of neteſſitie he man be vncertane in the expoſition, 
Quhairkoze J map weill concinde, be reaſone, Doctozs ſays 
ingis, and Scripture, that the kirk is na wapis appointit 
Judge be Sod , to decerne the rycht vnderſtanding of the 
Scripture, fra the wꝛang: bot the wozde and Spirit of God, 
is choſin Judges be thaim, quha is at cõtrouerſie toꝛ Religion, 
fo2 the canſes beſoꝛe expꝛimit: foꝛ quhidder thay that is at con⸗ 
tronerſi᷑ foꝛ Kcligione, rteferris the Judgement of thatr con- 
trouerſie to the worde of God, oꝛ to anc muſritude of men, 
ſpcaking be the Spirit of Bod. Alwapis it is force, that thay, 
and alſwa the multitude, to quhom thay referre rha'r contro⸗ 
nerſie, man ape referre the controuerſie, quhilk is refertrit to 
thaim, to the Judgement of the wozde and Spirite of Sod, 
Fo the kirk, be it awin Judgement, oz wartdly reaſone, can 
nocht interprete the Scriptures, noz pronounce ſentence, noz 
decetne the tycht vnderſtanding fra the wang, of the Scrip= 
Cures, as Judges: bot as Miniſters of Bods woꝛde, the kirk 
map declare the difficill Scriptures, quhilk is in controuer= 
ſie, as vther places of the Scripture, mair plaine gruis the 
trew interpretation of thaime, and to ſchaw the warlde, 
the thing that the woꝛde Fuges to be done, and the ſentence 
quhuk it gens thaim to pronounce, be the ozdinarie means; 
and that, as the Spirite of God, geuis thaim vtterance. 

As to the canſc, quhairfoꝛe he wald haue the kirk to be the 
onelp appomtit Judge be God, to decerne the rychtvnderſians 
ding of the Scripture, fra the wzang, in all debaitis cöcermung 
Neltgtone, And the decreitis geinn be the Judgement of his 
Romane kirk (as appcaris) he wald haue vnchange able, and 
Eternalle, as thay war the Law of God, ſaping: Bctanſe and 
that thing be bꝛocht in diſputatione againe, quhilk is done be 
the hiate powers, confoꝛine to tharr vocationc, at the deſpꝛe ot 
pꝛiuate men, chan ſall thewarld liue in perpetnall debait ard 
controvucefie, J anſwer, that he hes na its noꝛ cauſe, to deſtre 
thay thiugis that is Judgit, and decretit be the Komane Btrk 
{ quhitk 5 dont not. bot be callts the hiare powers ) to tc hai⸗ 
din be the warld, vnchangeable, foꝛ and the Law is and De- 
creits of the Romane Bark, be bz3chr to cxaminartionc, to the 
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treche ſtere the woꝛde of Bod, and tharcby examinat, & Jnd⸗ 
git, tharc ſalbe mony of tharm found trill of ſuperſtittone, lats 
| | ting be to ſpeake of thare vngodlypnes: quhilk giue thap hade 
: rene groundit en the worde ot Bod. thay wald neuer haue fea⸗ 
tit quhc u oftthay had bene cxaminat and broche in diſputatiß. 
Foz na cxaminatione can ſubuert the veritie, bot make it the 
| | mair ſtrenthy, and the mair maniteſt to the waride., Bot now, 
betauſe thay knaw that thare.covititutiors tan nocht byde ane 
ti pall, as thay decretis map do, quhilk is groundit on Goddis 
worde: thay cry. that and the thing that is done be the Hieare 
powers be bꝛocht in dilputatione againe be pꝛtnate men, the 
warlde ſall lenc in perpetnall debait. Thap wolde farnc liey vs 
with the wynde of the woꝛde of perturbatione, as we ſuld oner= 
ce. æ neglect the worke and wyll of Bod, for frarc ot onp warl⸗ 
dlie perturbatione that map cum apon vs, oꝛ vthers, ſoꝛ gam- 
ſtanding ofthare vngodlie decretis:thap diſſcaue barth thaim 
fcincs and all vthers, quta li pumis in thatm. For thare 
ts ra pꝛinate man. that v vil deſyꝛe thare decretis callit to deſ⸗ 
putatiort for his pleaſcurc : bot betauſe, the platine woꝛde of 
God ments theim tharcio, auhilb is the thing that tbay gain⸗ 
ſtar d. & the oricly tauſe of the perturbatienc of the hale warld. 
And betauſc thap can nocht ſuffictentite prone thare decretis be 
Stripture to be godlie. No2 zit can thay deny , tor thap haue 
dene anc great part ofthe perturbaticne ofthe war'de, & now 
tetaule thay ar able al to al thiow wating of anc gudeground: 
fo: the cſtableſing ofthaim. thap haue ĩuentit ane vther grond⸗ 
les ground, alled geing the cheit Peſtours to be the Rich, and 
without authozitie of Scripture, this kirk to be the oncly ap⸗ 
poyntit Judge be Bod, to Judge all cötrouerſcis, concerning 
Neligione, hauing peter of the hale vnincrſall kirk, to make 
dectetis, & gif ſentences 68 thay pleaſe. And this decretis thay 
walde haue vncxaminabic: quhitk in my mpnde can, neuer 
want ſuſpitionc, of ſum kalſct, ſuperſtione, Bypocriſie, Jdola- 
trie. 02 ſingulate com moditie, guhilk walde cum to the ipcht 
to thare ſchꝭ me, and thay tholit ane tryall to be tanc of thare 
Decretis, that thay hede aneis ſetſurib. Bot this is farre by 
the ſimplicitic and conſuctude of the Kirk of Bod, for nocht 
£ncly bes it bene content, that the Deercetis. qubilk is groun⸗ 
dit en the word of God, and dptit be the halp Spirit, and that 
it hes hut in wit, tholc iudgemẽt, # triali of thc word of Sod? 
1 Ect alſwa the Apoſtics (quha bꝛocht na thing in the kirk, bot 
that, quhiik the balp S pirite ſpak be theim, as his mouth) 
wes content, that thair doctrine ſculd be cxaminat, be the iud⸗ 
gemtut of the Scripture: as Baule was — that his 
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doctrine, quhilk he teachit in Antiochia, ſould be cryit be the 
Judgement of Gods worde, before the Apoſtles, Elders, and 
brethren in Jeruſalem: as ts wittin in the. 5. Clay. of the 
Actes. Siclpke, the Theſſalonians ar commendit in the ſcrip⸗ 
ture, becauſe that thay ſearchit the Scriptures daplie, gif aus 
les doctrine was trew, oz nocht. Acto. . Matrattoure. this 
mancr of craminatione, appcaris to bꝛing na lptle pꝛofet to the 
Lark of God. for the ofter that ony decrete oꝛ doctrine be trpit 
be the Scripturs, the mait ſure it is, æ thay that hes bene wait 
in the Faith that thay haue had he the doctrine ot man, oz ony 
detrete groundit on the Scriptuty,. the trpali hes geuin thaim 
occaſionc to be weill confirmie in thair Faith. Foz it is no 
mernall, bot ane man ſall beleue that thing rather, quhilk hes 
oft tymes tholit tryal of Scriptures, noꝛ it that hes neuer tho= 
ut. Now gif ony man thinkis heirfoze, that J beare diſdane 
at the generall Councels, becauſe J wald haue thay decretis 
bzocht agarne in diſputatione, quhilk had bene ancis decretit 
be thai. quhairin tharr was, oꝛ is, ony ſuſpitione of dilaggre⸗ 
ance, betuix thaun and the worde of Sod. FJ} anſwer, that 
that is mony queſtions cum in diſputatione thir dayts, that 
hes neuer bene tuſtly and fincerely diſcuſſit be the Councels, 
an hilk gif thay be bꝛocht 2gaine, at this tyme in contronerſie, a 
allutterly aboliſit, be the ſolide, and vnkallible teſtimoneis of 
the Scripture, thair is na godly mi, that can be iuſtly offendit. 
And quhowbetr. the decretis of ſum Councell, had bene the 
decretis of the haly Spitite, and it had pleaſit the Kirk to haue 
lacht be the Indgement vf the worde of Bod, gif thay decretis 
had bene confozme to the woꝛde of Bod, oꝛ nocht, it had done 
na imurie to the haly Spirite, fot it is nocht the will of the 
du Spirtte. that out Faith leane vpon the decretis of man, 
in place of Gods woꝛde. And thairfoꝛe. gif ony decretis of the 


No ane Errk, be the Judgement of Goos worde, had bene 


ſouud. not to haue cum ofthe haly Spirite, and had bene haldin 
be the ward to hatte bene the halp Sptrites. The Kirk of 
{332 ha2 do ie qide ſeruice to Bod, for the abolyſing of thaim. 
Fo: it is bot reaſone, that the woꝛde of Bod be kna vin, fra the 
decetes of men, quhiſtz can nocht be; bot be tryall of the woꝛd 
of Gad. Bat ac this tyme. J will ſap na mair of the councels: 
bot God willing 7 {all ſchaw M. Q. clerely, quhow thai hes 
be ie orrrav few gadly councels, ien Silueſters dapis (quhow 
dewely that ener thay appearit to the mart, thay war töuenit) 
co zfoꝛme to the Councell of the Apoſtles. q ihilk is maid men⸗ 
tione of, in the. 15, Chap. ofthe Actes of tc Apoſtles: * of 

thair 
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thair decretis quhat He pleaſc: nocht that J beare dildaine ac 
the generall, cz pꝛouinciali Lonncels, foz belcue that na 

odip man is of that mynde. bot he wald haue godly and wetll . 
carnit men (quhilk with the Spirit and u oꝛde of God, makts 
the trew Counceis) conucniic to reaſone, to conferre and to 


vſe all thap o2dinaric meonis, quhairby the Spirite of God 


geuis vnderſtanding of his Scripturcs, and the Scriptures 
gents trew Judgement of all controucrſcis to the Birk, that 
thair may be peace, and tranquilitic ape thairin , quhairof 
5 — J will nocht ſpeak: bot lcauis M. Q. contluſian with 

ic reaſons, as my ſybze wit could finde aganis the ſame, for the 
matenance of the veritie, to the Judgemet of thapis, guha with 
bꝛotherly. and godly iufe, wil ſupport mp twperfection, quhait 


N haue neglectit oꝛ onerſene ony thing, pertening to ane ſutfi⸗ 


cient Contutatione of his Firſte concluſione: and pallis to the 
impugnatione of thay reaſons, quhairwich he takis to pour 
and contirme his fozeſaid concluſiane. 


Heir followis M. Q. 


Firſte Reaſone, quhairby he thinkis 
that he confermis his foꝛeſaid contlu⸗ 
ſtonc, without Scripture, 


E pꝛoue the foꝛeſaidis on this maner. It is ſure, that 
lyke as Almpchty God hes appointit his Kirk and con 
gregatione, neceſſarelicto be vnite together in ane Faith be 
Baptiſme, hauing his wozde and Law. Swe it is neteſſare, 
that pꝛouiſione be had, to decerne the rycht vnderſtanding of 
the Scripture fra the wrang, ſpeciallp, quhenſumeuer queſtion 
oꝛ debait ryſis foꝛ the ſampn, vtherwapis, the hauing of the 
Scriptures, without the vnderſtanding of the ſanipn, war 
lytle oꝛ na thing p2ofitable to the Congregatione. Bot ſwa it 
is, that all hereſeis war ſuppꝛeſt, and the rpche vnderſtanding 
of the Scripture fra the wrang, was decernit in all aiges.3cris 
and tymes, ſen the tpme of the Apoſtles) be the general coun⸗ 
tels. Thairfoꝛe it foltowis weill, that the generall Councels 
war the fpeciall membze of the Longregatione, appointit be 
God, tepꝛeſenting the hale Kirk to tak oꝛdour in all maicrs of 
debait concerning Kcligione. 4 
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M. Jhone Dauidſonis Anſwer. 


wyll nocht ſtand to gitte N. Q. the firſt part of this reaſone 
grantit: bot I affirme the ſecund part heirok to be fals quha⸗ 

rc he ſapis. Bot ſwait is, that all hereſeis war ſuppꝛeſte, æ the 
rycht vnderſtanding ot the Scripture fra the wzang was decer⸗ 
nit in all aims, zecis, ⁊ tpmes, (ſen the tyme of the Apoſtles) 
be Generalt councels: and this J p2ouc be diners reaſonis (he 
taking the generail cauncels,+ the kirk. foꝛ the cheif ppaſtours, 
ot the vninecſail Congregatione as his foꝛeſaid internetion of 
of the kirk teſtifpis dim to do) Foz the hereleis that raps in the 
kirk of Sod, ſen the tyme of the Apoſtles, was not vther wapis 
ſuppꝛeſt, noꝛ be na vther lawfull meanis than thay war in the 
Apoſtles tymc. Foz God hes appoyntit na vther mancr of way 
toꝛ the ſuppꝛeſſing of tharm in his Scripturs, be command, oz 
exemple. Bot in the Apoſtles tyme, ſum was onlp ſuppꝛeſt be 
the halp Spirit, and the worde of Bod pꝛoperlie and trewlpe 
ſpokin be the Apoſtlis æ Elders the mouth of the haly ſpirit) 
Actoꝛz. 15. as was thare hereſie, quha teachit that the Gentiles 
that beleuit, could nocht be ſaue, without thay hade bene circũ⸗ 
ciſit. Foꝛ tharetter that Peter had maid his exhoꝛtation, quhilk 
niycht haue bene collectit ot the Scripturs for the maiſt parte: 
Janies cytit Amo3 the Pꝛophete to conkute the hereſie, quhilk 
is nocht cls, bot anc teſtimonie of the haly Spirit, quha thare⸗ 
fotc is put firſt as pꝛeſident in the decrete of the councel, quhilk 
was ſend tra Jcrulalem to Antiochia to conferme the brethren. 
Vu guie thay had wantit the haly Spirit, æ the woꝛde of Bod, 
it had nocht bene poſſible, to the Apoſtles to haue knawin 
q:1hidder thay ſulde haut conſentit with Paule and Barnabas: 
oꝛ with thaum, quha trachit circumciſione to be neceſſare to the 
Gentiles that belcuit. And karre marr is it vnpoſſible to ony 
generall councell that hes bene haldin ſenſpne, to knaw quhat 
part thay ſulde confent to, oz fra quhat part thay ſall diſient, in 
cotronerſces of Renngtonc, without the woꝛde of Bod, and the 
halv Spirit. Quharetore ſen in this Lonucntione of che Apo- 
ftles.thrs hereſie was nocht ſuppꝛeſt be thaim that was men of 
the conncett!, bot be the halp Spirit and worde ot Bod: all he⸗ 
reſeis tes nocht bene ſuppꝛeſt be Sencrall councels, that is co 
ſap, be the cheit paſtours of the vninerlall Congregatione. Fox 
as na man walde haue genin credence that the Apoulcs hade 
ſuppꝛeſt this hereſic, and thay had decernit onp thing concer⸗ 


ning it, be tharc awin fantaſie and manly Judgement, befoze 
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the Judgement ofthe woꝛde of God had bene hard, ſiclyke na 
mait can we bclcne.that other General oꝛ particulare councels 
that hes bene ſenſyne, hes ſuppꝛeſt ony hereſie, quhilk hes not 
hard firſt the Judgement of the woꝛde and Spirit. of Sod, fog 
all men is lears. Pſalme. 15. 

And quhowbeit na man can deny{ as J belene ) bot the haly 
Spirit is pꝛincipall ſuppꝛeſſar of al hereſeis, zit ſum mã per⸗ 
auenture wyll think that J haue ſaid ouer farre of the word of 
God, that it ſuppꝛeſſis hereſeis with the haly Spirit: conſide⸗ 
ring the woꝛde of Bod is bot as ane dead Jnſtrument, be the 
Judgement of man. Be the quhilk the cheif Baſtours. the ly⸗ 
netic membꝛis of the Kirk ſuppꝛeſſis the hereſeis. Tharcfozc 
mony wyl1 Judge, that ( as I buire hatred to the councels, and 
chcifpaſtours of the Rirk) J wꝛangnllie attribute to the In⸗ 
ſtrumentis, that thing quhilk appertenis tothe Ipucke woꝛ⸗ 
kare: as be exemple, commondlie tt is fpokin of the craftis mẽ 
and thare inſtrumentis, that the craiftis men is the pꝛincipall 
woꝛkaris, and thare inſtrumentis, is the ſecund cauſis of thare 
workis, and is bot ane helpe to thaim, quharcby thap wozke. 
Quharefoꝛe it appearis that we ſulde ſape liclpke of the cheit 
Paſtours, and the wozde of God. That the chet? aſtours of 
the Longregation is the principal ſuppꝛeſlours of the hereſeis, 
and the woꝛde of Bod is the mſtrument, quhareby thap ſup⸗ 
pꝛeſſe the hereſcis: and ſwa thay wyll ſay, that the ſuppreſſing 
of the hereſeis, is to be attribute to the cheif Paſtours repꝛeſen⸗ 
ting the generall countels, as the pꝛincipall woꝛkars, æ gouer⸗ 
nours ot the councell. æ not to the word of Bod. J anlwer. 

The woꝛde of God is nocht to be eſtemit, as ane deade thing 


without operatione, oꝛ ſtrenth of it ſelf, as the woꝛde of ma is, 


quhilk pereſis quhow ſone it is ſpokin, bot it is to be eſtemit, 
as Paule eſtemis it, Deb2eo, 4. lpueclic, and mychtye in ope⸗ 
ratione, and ſcharpar than ane twa egged ſwoꝛde, quhiik the 
Loꝛde Bod ſpekis to the warlde be men, as be his mouth. 
Quharefoꝛe Gater ſapis not in the 15, Cap. ofthe Actes, that 
amangs vs God cheſit me out, that the Sentiles be me ſoulde 
heare the woꝛde of the Euangeil, and belcue: bot he ſayis, be 
my mouth: as he walde fay, the Euangel that J pꝛeache to the 
Gentiles. is nocht my woꝛdis, bot Gods. Siclyke in the firſt 
Cha. of the Actes, Peter ſapis, the Scripture man be fulſpllit, 
quhilk the haly Gaiſt de the mouth of Dauid ſpak before of Ju⸗ 
das. Allwa Chꝛiſt Jeſꝰ, callis Paule his choſin weſchel, Actor. 
9. Quhairfozc, ſen the Apoſtles confeſſis thaim ſelf, and the 
P2opheris ta be bot as inſtrumentis, the month of _ baly 
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Spirite, and ane weſchell to beare the Name of Lhrifte, the 
cheif Baſtoꝛs of the Congregatione, ſen ſyne in na Counccit 
can be comparit pꝛoperlp to the craftes men, and the woꝛde to 
the inſtrumentis, bot be the contrare: foz the woꝛde of God. 
is the linely thing, and mychty iu operatione, the Saule of all 
gude Councels, and the Baſtoꝛs, quhow cheif that euer thay be, 
is bot as deade Creatures (without the woꝛde of God, the iyfe 
of the Saule ) as all men ar that watts it, quhowbeit thay line 
toꝛpoꝛally. Quhairfoze, Paule ſpeaking of the pꝛeaching of 
the Euangell, he layis, we haue this treaſure in earthen weſ⸗ 
chels, that the excellencie of that power mycht ve of God, and 
nocht of vs. 2. Cozinth. 4. Quhairbp we may ſec, that all 
nien is bot fragile, and vuwoꝛthy weſchels, to contene ſa great 
treaſures, as is the woꝛde of Sod, war nocht it war Sods 
pleaſure, thairbp to ſchaw his almichtp power to the warld. 
And gif Paule eſtemit him ſelt, as ane carthen welchell, that 
contenit bot the woꝛde of Bod, and nocht as ane Creature, 
quha be him ſelf. had power to ſpeak the worde of God. 
Quhat kynde of weſchels mpcht thap haue haldin thaim ſelf. 
than. quha hes cſtemit thaim felt the cheif Paſtors of the Con: 
gregatione, ſen Haules dapis 2 Dad thay weill wepit thir 
woꝛdis of Baule, J dout not, bot thay wald haue grantit thaim 
ſelues, nocht ſuppꝛeſſoꝛs of hereſcis bot vnwoꝛthp inſtrumen⸗ 
tis to do lic thing, in ony Councell that euer hes bene: latting 
be to ſpteak, that thay wald be ſa bauld, as to pꝛeferre thaim 
ſelf to the woꝛde of Bod, in ſuppꝛeſſing of hereſeis, taking to 
thaim ſelf the excellent power of Gods woꝛde, quhilk Paule 
attributis onelp to God. Quhairfoꝛe, J inferre of this com⸗ 
pariſone of Baules, quhair that he comparis him ſelf to ane 
earthen weſchell, that as the Leame Pore, that contents the 
Medicine, dois na thing to the healing of the patient, na mair 
dots the generall Councels, that is to ſap, the cheif Paſtors of 
the Rirk (that contenis, oꝛ ſould contene the worde of Bod, 
quhowbeit mony of thaim Hes contenit verray ſytle, oꝛ na 
thing of it) to the ſuppꝛeſſingof hereſeis: for as the Leame Pot, 
quhilk can do na thing of it ſelt, ſeruis the Medicinars of rhair 
Medicine, powꝛing it out, oꝛ receauing it in. quhen euer thay 
pleaſe to vſe it: Sicipke the faithfull Miniſters, quha can do 
na mait in godly maters be thair awin nature, noꝛ the Lame 
Pot can, thap ſerue the haly Spirite quhen it pleaſis hin to 
ſpcat his woꝛde be thaim (as his motith) in all Councels, toꝛ 
the ſuppꝛeſling of hereſeis. And thairfore the ſuppꝛeſſing of he⸗ 


ceſeis, can nocht be attribute to the Birk, that is to tay, — 
fl cet 
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chcif Paſtoꝛs, bot to the halp Spirit, and the woꝛde of God. 
Secondly, the naturall man perceauis nocht the thingis of the 
Spirit of God, for thay ar foulichnes vnto him. As ſayis 
Baule. 1. Tozinth. 2. 14. Bot M. Q. Kirk, that is to ſay; the 
cheif Paſtoꝛzs ofthe vniuerſall Congregatione, quhilk is re⸗ 
pꝛeſentit be the generall Cauncels, hes nocht bene onely natu⸗ 
rall men: bot alſwa ſa fleſhlp, that foz te maiſt part, nocht 
onely miſknew thay the thingis contenit in the Scriptures: 
bot alſwa thair lyfe hes bene ſa deteſtable, that it was nocht 
leſum to onp Chꝛiſtiane man to cat with thaim. And thir Pa⸗ 
ſtoꝛs ( quhome he wald haue to be ane gencrall Councell) hes 
bene ſwa, foꝛ the maiſt part (as teſtiteis ſindꝛie Famous Diſtos 
riographeurs) ſen the tyme of Silueſter, Biſchope of Nome, 
beloꝛe quhom, efrer the Apoſtles dapis, thare was haldin few 
godly Councels. Bot ſic men hes nocht bene, noꝛ zit can nocht 
e participant of the halp Spirit, without quhom, na hereſie 
can be ſuppꝛeſt. For thare is na ſocietie betuir God, ano, the 
Deuill. Quhairfate (ſuppoſe thay appearit ane general coun⸗ 
cell to thaim, quya knew nocht quhat ane generall Councell 
was ) thap being bot naturalt, and fleſhly men, thay could 
luppꝛelſſe na hereſeis, noꝛ zit decerne the rycht vnderſtanding of 
- Scripture, fra the wzang, quhilk cums. alſwa of the halp 
pirite. | 
Thudly, the ſame thing that principally:gainſtandis the 
Deretykes, in maters of K*:11gione, ſupprefſis;thare hereſeis: 
hot pꝛincipallp the Spirite, and wozde ok God; gatuſta1dis 
the heretpͤes: for Auguſtine ſapis, with the plaine teſtimoneis 
of the haly Scripture, that thing is to be pꝛoum, that we wald 
haue beleuit: and aganis the enuneis of the kirk, thay ar to bg 
vlit, Contra Spiſtol. Nertli. Donatiſt. de vnitate Eccle. Ca. 
19, In the qu ilk ſapingis, he makis na mentione ot the cheif 
Paſtoꝛs of the kirk, oꝛ Councell, to be vſit aganis the Dere⸗ 


U 


tykes, enimeis to the kirk of Chꝛiſte, bot onely of the plaine 


teſtimoneis of the Scripture; the ſwoꝛde of the Spirit of Bod. 
Ephe. . Quhairfoze the Spirit of God. and his word onelp 
ſuppꝛellis the hereſeis, and nocht the kirk, repzeſencit be the 
generall Councels. Siclpke, Auguſtine teaching vs, to haue 
the ſureſt maner of interpietatione, of the Scriptures, he 
ſendis vs nocht to the Doctours „ no2 to the Louncels, 
noꝛ to the Decretis of the Bapis, bot to the Scriptures. 

For the beſt mancr of interpꝛetatione of Scripturs (ſapis he) 
is to expone ane place be ane vther of the ſame, that is mair ma 
nafeſt, Lib: 3. de Doctrina Chʒiſtiana. Lap, 26. Quhilt is nat 
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els. bot that ane part of the Scriprurs decernis the rycht vn⸗ 
derſtanding of ane vther Scripture fra the wrang. Aud ſen the 
diſcretion of the rycht vnderſtanding of the Scripture and the 
, w2ang.ts na vther thing, bot the diſcretione of the rycht inter⸗ 

pꝛetatione ofthe Scripturs and the wang : the rycht vnder⸗ 
ſtanding ofthe Scripturs fra the wang, map be hade be vther 
meanis, than be the gencrall councels : Tharefoꝛe the rycht 
vnderſtanding ofthe Scripturs fra the wang, hes nocht bene 
ay decernit be generall councels. And als giue che hereſeis hes 
bene ſuppꝛeſt onely, be the generall councels, Auguſtine hes 
nocht had ane rycht Judgement, to ſchaw quhow the hereſeis 
ſulde be ſuppꝛeſt, and the Scripturs rycht exponit and vnder⸗ 
ſtand: bot in his ſapings foꝛeſaid, he hes bene contrarius to 
Bod, inſatar he ſendis vs to thr Scriputrs, quhace Chziſt hes 
ſend vs, (as M. Q. alledgis) to the generall councels, foꝛ to 
ſeik the ſuppꝛeſſing of hereſcis, and rycht vnderſtanding of the 
Scripturs : guhiik F beleue M. QA. wpl nocht grant, bot Au⸗ 
guſtine had ane rycht vnderſtanding, baith of the ſupprciſing 
ot hereſeis, and of the cxpaning and incerpꝛeting ot the Scrip⸗ 


ü turs. a 


Feardlie betuix the Apoſtles dapis, ad the firſt countell ge⸗ 
nerall, callit Riccanc, that was haldin in the zeir of our Loꝛde 
; 32:8. thare rang mony hereſeis, as teſtefeis ſpadzie Dyſtorio- 
graphcurs. Than giue £3, Q. wyl ſuſtene that all hereſeis. 
hes bent, be ane gencrall councell, oz vther onely ſuppꝛeſt, ta⸗ 
king trpall, and inſtructiane be the Stripturs. Than ſap J, 
that the haly Spirit be all rhe godlie Doctouts, and wptars, 
baith before the firſt gene rali counceil, æ efter traualit inuaine. 
And alſwa thay Doctours tynt thare tyme: To quhom, is at⸗ 
tribute, ( becauſe thay be argumentatione, and vther wapis in 
thare pzeachink, oz wꝛyting ſchew to the warld the Judgemet, 
of the Spirit and woꝛde of Bod, betuix his treuth and thay he⸗ 
reſeis,) the thing that appertenit onely to the Spirit æ woꝛde 
of Bod, (nocht eftcr the veritte, bot efter the commond maner 
ofſpeache ) as to Dioniſius * diſciple, the Confutati⸗ 
one of Sabellius, and Repos, CThiliaſtes, to Archelaus, Biſ- 
chopc of Meſopotanua, the Lonfutatione of all the arguments 
of Manicheus, the cheif hercepke, and to Ozigeue, the contu⸗ 
tatione of diuers heretpkes, befoze that thare was onp gene⸗ 
rail councell, vther noꝛ the tounceil of the Apoſtics maid men⸗ 
tione of in the 15. Cap. of the — And etter the conncell of 

Aicene, was attribute to Epiphanius, the confuratione of 80. 
— To Auguſtine and Picxonie, the tonfutationt of ſon⸗ 
dy 
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die hertſets:as teftrfris Trithtmius, Pentalce in dis Crom. 
tles, and Dicrome in the Catologe of the Ecticſiaſtitail wept⸗ 
tarts. Quha tube nocht tzpall and inſtructione oueſte be the 
Scripts to corfure, tonuict. oz ſuppꝛeſſe thay Herefers, Lot 
rathet be the Stripturs, aud tte o22enarie meanis (quhareby 
the Spttit of Bod gruts the vuderſtanding of the Stripture) 
thay op pinnit the Scripturs, that be the oppinning of charm, 
the war id mycht als manifeſilie and ſurelie ſce, 6::how that the 
Spirit and woꝛde of Bod ſuppꝛeſt thay hereſcis, as onp mu 
vnderſtandts the nature of the thing that is oppinnit to him be 
the eſſentiall and maiſt pꝛoper deſinitione of the ſame. Oz as he 
ſeis his awin face in ane Qyꝛtour.gine thare be ony ſpot on it, 
oꝛ nocht: Swa that na man for the cõtrouetrſcis of thay dapis. 
that be the Scripturs was rychtuouſlie and ſufficiẽtite decydit. 
myſtart the Judgement oz ſentence, of other gencrall oz pꝛo⸗ 
ninciall councels, matr noꝛ the man that hes aue fair Mpzrour 
betoze bim, myſtaris to byde qubill aue tum fra Rome, 02 Je⸗ 
tuſalem to tell him, gine he be tair oꝛ nocht: And aifwa thay 
doctours be the oꝛdinarie n cans, and Scripturs ſoluit the he⸗ 
retpkis reaſous, that appcatrit to make ſoꝛ thay hercic is, icha⸗ 
wing to the war id that thay war of na ettect. S Wa na man ok 
gude reaſonc can ſay, that the halp Spirit, and al the weill lcar⸗ 
nit, aud god ite men traualit inuame, baith in thart wzpting. 
caching, and reaſoning aganes the hereſcis of thait dapis: 
bot ſũ ot thann did als mekle in vling of the ozdinarie means, 
( quharcby the warld mychr perceaue, and vnderſtand thay he⸗ 
reſeis be the Spirit and woꝛde of Bod ſuppꝛeſt) as ony coun⸗ 
tell of thaun ali did, foꝛ fardare the counceis could do nocht. 
MQuyharcfoze J conclude, that na hereſeis hes bene ſuppꝛeſt be 
general Louncels (as . Q. alicgis) bot be the Spirit and 
worde of Bod, ſoꝛ giuc He wyll attribute confutatione, ſuppꝛe⸗ 
ſſing, con uicting otthe hercſeis to the counccis, he (all ſpnde 
the lame things attribute to the Doctoutrs, be diuers godlpe 
wꝛpttars in thart bukis, and ſwa gine he attributis ſic things 
to the counceis, iat him attribute the ſame things to the Docz 
tours, foꝛ the ſuppꝛeſſing, conmeting, and confuting is attri⸗ 
bute to the touncels, bot ſoꝛ the ſame ſelf cauſe, that thay ar at⸗ 
tribute to the doctonrs, quhilk is nocht cls, bot ſoꝛ vſii g of the 
oꝛdinarie meas, to oppm the Scripturs, aud for ſchawing 
ot the nudgement & wyli of God, tontenit tharin to the warltd, 
as the ſpirit of Bod gems thaim vnderſfanding. @vrterayce. 
Fpfilie giue . Q. wyll ſay, that all hcreſers is ſupp:eſt 
onciye be Oencrall Councc ls, it is na bettet lo the People, 
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quhen onp Bereſeis ringes , to be vnder ane weill learnit 
Paſtonte, than vnder ane Ignoꝛant: becauſe ane gude and 
weill learnit Paſta, can do na mair to quiet the conſcience of 
his people (as to the hereſeis) not ane ignoꝛant: gif it be trew, 
that hercſeis onely.-be general Councels is ſuppꝛeſt (as M. Q. 
alledges) for thay man baith abyde the cüming of ane generall 
Lonnecel (as alt the ſimple, and thzawart papiſtes dots) quhilk 
gif it cummis nocht in thare lpfe tpme, nothcr of thaim can 
luik for quietnes in thare conſcience, bot wich troublit conſci⸗ 
ence man depart, quhare Bod pleaſis, quhilk war ane great 
gbſurditie. 
SHextlip, the councels hes oft tymes cõſentit with the heretpkes, 
as the Conneel calhit Ariminenſe, haldin in the zeir of God, 361 
kaudzit the Arrians : quda held ane Councel in Antiochia, of 
Syria, and confirmit thare awin erroure, ſa far as Councell 
could conferme it, in the zeir of God. 345. Dyſtona Tripar* z. 
Ca. ro, The Second Councel of Epheſꝰ, fauourit the errour of 
'Entites, The councel haldin be Typꝛi me, a the Biſchoppes of 
Affrick, cõcludit the hererpkes to be rebaptſit, in the ʒeir ot our 
Loꝛd 2:50, AndStenin the Biſchope of Rome. not onlp decernit 
he thaim, that thay ſould nat be Rebaptiſit, bot chay,quha bap- 
ſit thaim, oꝛ decernitehairn to be Kevapteſit,he thocht wazthy 
to be curſt. Auguſtinus de vnico Baptiſmo, Contra ÞPerilt, 
Lap. 14. And inthe Councell of Nicene, thare was ſeuintent 
that fanonurit Arrins : of the qu ulk aleuin ſibſcriuit efrecwart 
with thare handis, and notht with thare hart, to the Conuntri. 
And Ser wos baueiſt with Arrius, that wald nocht conſent to 
the Counce!, Auhairfoꝛe, thair being ſa mony erroures matenit 
be Countel, ald la great controuerſie amangis thaim, chat 
was of the Councels : I map ſurely contlude, that all Bereſeis 
hes nocht bene ſuppꝛeſt be generati Councels: noꝛ zit the rycht 
vnderſtanding of the Scriptures, fra the wzang, hes bene 
deceenit be thaim, bot rather the contrare be moup of thaim. 
And gif M. Q. will lay, that thap war prouinciall Counceis. 
that felt in erroure, and nocht generall. J anſwer, chat ane 
generall Councell may fali in errour. ot hereſie, als weill as 
à ie pꝛouinciall Councell: foꝛ Bod hes nocht pꝛomiſit mair to 
aue generalt, not to ane pꝛouinciaſi Conncell, that it ſall nocht 
falf in erroure. Foꝛ it is bot aue dꝛeame deuoitip dꝛeamit, that 
ener thare wis anc vninerſall Countel ſen the Apoſties davis, 
reoꝛeſenting the kirk of Gd. Fatſicipke Counceſt hes nother 
exemyle, noi command in che worde of God, noꝛ git hes it the 
momes of God, mair of his alſſiſtance, noz ane gy” need 
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Councell. godly conuenit: foꝛ the Councell of the Apoſtles. fat 
nocht be eaticly pꝛoum, to be ane vniuerſal Councel. Sicipke. 
gif the general Councels, hab ſuppꝛeſt ali hereſeis ſuffictientiy 


(as Y. Q. alledges was done be thai) than ( ſay 3! that 


thap marers had nocht rpien againe, that had bene aucis ſup⸗ 
pꝛeſt: bot thay thingis quhilk thay upp eſt for herette (as was 
the forbidding of meatis on certane dapis, & at certane tymes. 
fo:bidding ot baith the kyndis geum in the Supper of the 
Loꝛde, to the commune people, tozbidding ot the Siſters 
Mariages of the Kirk, and liclpłke, vther thingis) is now rpicu 
againe, and godly authoꝛtzit be che Scripture, in the Birk of 
Gad. And be the cofitrare, chap thingis, quhilk thap eſta⸗ 
bliſhit foz the treuth and veritie (as was Gurgatozie, trauſub⸗ 
ſtautiatione, the Sacrifice ot the Malle, woꝛſchipping of Jma=z 
gerie, and ſiclpke, vther thingis) without gencral, 62 prouin⸗ 
cial councel ot me ; be the woꝛoc of God, tha ar ia tar tuppcſt, 
t hat thay ar neuer able to rpſe againe. Quhairtoꝛe as we lce, 
that na thing ſtandis ſure, concerning Religione, bot it that is 
groundit vpon Gods woꝛde. Sicipke, thare is na thing, thac 
luppꝛeſſis thap thingis, quhilk is aganis the trew Kcligionc, 
bot the Spirite and woꝛde of Bod. ; 
Quharcf9ze , lcauing this part ſufficiently pzomn, be the 
reaſouis fozeſard, that all hereſcis hes nocht bene ſupp2ct ve 
generall Councels: noꝛ zit, that the rychr under ſtanding of the 
Scciptures, fra the wꝛan g, hes bene decernit be thaun: J ſay. 
be na ſtrenth of argumentationc, interris he weill hia conclu⸗ 
ſione, that the generall Councels was the ſpeciall membꝛe of 
the Congregatione, appointit be Bod, repꝛeſenting the Hale 
Birk, to tak ozdoure in maters of debait concerning Faith, 


Heir followis M. GQ. 


Second Keaſone, quhairby he laboures 
to confirme his Firſte Concluſione, 
without Scripture, 


J F thare be ſum (as F think thare be mony ) qnhilk; 
ar ftif neckit , bearing perpetuall diſdaine agants the 
generall Councels. ſpecially, ſic as wald haue fibertic to thzaw 
tic Scripture to thare appetite. deſpz0us 3 8 glozie, and 
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to be thocht lingulare in thare awin opinione. J will aſk thaim 


ot ane queſtione, qubilk is verray eaſp till anſwer to, that is, 
gif ener thare was onp Dereſeis ſen the tpine of Chꝛiſte, 
oz nocht: FJ am ſurc thare is na man fa ſchameles, and he 
war neuer 1a dzownit in Bereſie, bot he will grant thare 
bes bene mony great hereſeis. For quhp: thare ts nocht anc ar- 
ticle of our faith, bot it hes bene impugnit, and bꝛocht in dont 
againe be Deretykis, affermand thare hereſeis, fog the maiſt 
part all be Scripturs, falſlie alledgit, and interprete. Than 
wyll J ſpeir, gine thare was ane oꝛdour tane to ſuppꝛeſſe the 
hereſeis, 92 nacht 2 J am ſure thare is na man wyll thynk that 
God neglectit the Congregatione, that it ſulde lyne in perpe⸗ 
tuall devait, tor the faith, and na oꝛdour to be canc chairupon, 
Zhan wp J inquire, quhat was the ozdour (giuc it was 
nocht be the general councels) quhilk was tane ? treulp J be⸗ 
cue. thare wyll na man ſchaw ane vther meane, quhareby he⸗ 
teſie was ſuppꝛeſt, bot be the general councels, ſpecialie quhilk 


raps of the wang vnderſtanding of the Scripture of God, as 
all hereſeis commonilie dots, 


Than ſen we ar aſſurit that thare hes bent mony abhomina- 
ble hereſeis in contrare our faith, and the oꝛdour, qubilk was 


tanc fo; the ſampnu, was euir onelie be the Generali counceis 


' dewly conuenit, it map be iuſtlie inferrit, that the general coun 
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cels was the membꝛe of the congregatione, ſterit vp be Bod, 
repzeſenting the unucrlal kirk of God, hauing denomination, 
ſtrenth, and etfect of all the membꝛis of the Congregationc. 

I belcuc thare is na man ot reaſonable: Judgement, bot he 
wypil thynk that thir twa argumẽtis abane rehearſit ſufficient⸗ 
lie perſwadis, 3ea, and conuictis the general cauncels to de the 
member ofthe Congregationc, repꝛelenting the vntucrſal kirk 


M. Jhone Dauidſonis Anſwer.. 


Grant that thare hes dene monp hereſeis ſen the tyme ok 

Ch ziſt, and that we haue cxcmple in the Scripturs, quhare⸗ 
by we map vnderſtand, that be the woꝛde, and Spirit of Bod, 
thay war ſuppꝛeſt. Acto, 5. Bot quhare he ſapis, treuly J be⸗ 
Icnc, thare wpil na man ſchaw ane vther meane, quharcby he⸗ 
reſie was ſuppꝛeſt, bot be the generall councels, quhilk rays of 
the wang vnderſtanding of the Scripture of God. J am not 
trewip ot this beleue: bot affermis that na hereſcts ſen the Apo 
ſtles dapis, noꝛ in thare dapis, noꝛ befoꝛe thare.day1s.hes bene 


ſupf ziſt de generall councels, quhidder thay hereſeis hes ryſin 
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of the wang vnderſtanding of the Scripturs, oꝛ nocht. Bot 
all hereſcis hes bene ſuppꝛeſt be the haly Spirit, and woꝛde dt 
Bod, Foꝛ nother councell noꝛ Kirk, quhow vniucrſall oz par- 
ticulare that euir it was, can ſay (as he interpꝛetis the kirk oz 
conncell ) that the greataſt hereſie that euir was, was hereſie: 
noꝛ zit can it ſap. that the rytht vnderſtanding of ony hard di⸗ 
fficile place of the Scripturc,ſcrfurth be the greataſt Doctoz that 
enir was, is the rycht vnderſtanding tharcof: no2 the wꝛang 
vnderſtanding of the ſame Scripture, ſetfurth be the greataſ} 

cretpke that euixr was, is the wang vnderſtanding tharcof, 
without the haly Spirit, and the woꝛde of Sod, Foꝛ it is onlp 
thay, that may aſſtre vs in our conſcience, of the trew vnder⸗ 
ſtanding of the Scripturs. Foz giue we mycht ſay, of twa in⸗ 
terpꝛetations of ane harde place of Scripture, that the ane war 
hereſie, and the vther nocht: oꝛ of onv difficile place, that this 
war the rycht vnderſtanding thareok, and this nocht. at oure 
pleaſonr: than we mycht leid men to ony faith we pleaſit, as we 
war Lozds oucr thare faith, quhilk war ane arrogant thing. 
Tharefoꝛe, quhen the Kirk of Bod, oꝛ ony pꝛinate membꝛe 
tharcof,hes ane doutſum queſtione, oꝛ cõtrouerſie in onp mater 
of religione, as is afl hereſeis, it aperteanis to thaim be rc oꝛdi 
narie meants, and gracis, as the halp Spirit hes idewit thaim 
with, to ſec, quhilk ofthe partis of thare doutſum queſtione, 
aggreis with the Scripture of Bod, and quhilk nocht, as the 
Apoſtles did. Acto. 15, And that the vnderſtanding, quhilk is 
found of the difficile ſcripture, that is ſocht foꝛ ony cötronerſie, 
conſent, and aggre with all vther places of the S cripture, pꝛe⸗ 
ceding and following, and diſaggre with nanc: quhilk is to be 
ſocht, as Auguſtine teachis vs ſaping, be the things following 
of the ſame text, and that quhilk is adiopnit thareto, the dont, 
22 the repugnance, is to be tane away. Libꝛo. 3. de Doctrina 
Lhuſtiana Lap. 2. ct contra Fauſtum Manicheum, Libzo. 9. 
Cap. 67. De ſapis nocht that the dout is to be tane away be 
the general councel, oꝛ be the Doctours,bot be the thingts fol 
lowing of the ſame text, and that; quhitkis adiopnit thareto. 
Quhilk being tance away (nocht be the Kirk, oz ony 'membze 
thairof, bot be the woꝛde of God) it apertenis to the Kirk, and 
cuery membꝛe thareof, to conſent with that part of ony dout- 
ſum queſtione, in maters of Keligione, that the Scripture of 
Bod aggreis with: x diſaſſent fra that part, that the Scripture 
diſaggreis with, as the Apoſtles did, in the countel of Jernſale, 
And efter that the herefie be ſuppꝛeſt, be the Spirit, and word 
of God: it pertenis to the bale kirk,ed adioyne that anthozttie. 


| The Confutatione of M. Q. 
; —— Bod hes geuin to it, to the part aggreing with the 
criptures, As foz exemple, and this dout, oz queſtione war 
mouit in the kirk ot Bod, Js it leſum to ony man, to make to 
him ſelf ony grauin Image, to bow doune thareto, in the 
Temples: Than quhat can the kirk, oz Louncell ſay thareto: 
na thing: quhill chay luik quhat the Scripture of God, the 
ecſtimoneis of the haly Spirit, hes Judgit and determinat. 
And becauſe the kirk, oz Louncell, in the Scripture findis, 
that Images is foꝛbiddin, and condamnit be Bod, all the godly 
members ofthe kirk, and Louncel conſentis to the haly ſpirit, 
and Scriptures ſpokin be the members of the kirk (as his 
mouth) and be the authozitte that Bod hes geuin to the kirk, 
it commandis, that thay that makis Images to thaim ſclf, to 
bow doune to thaim, æ woꝛſchip thaim, be haldin as Ethnikis, 
and Publicani s: oꝛ efter ane admonitione, 02 twa, that all men 
lee fra thaim, and as Jdolaters, that na man tak meat with 
thaum. Siclpke, thare is ane great controucrſic, betuix the 
Vꝛoteſtantes, and the Papiſtes, vpon the vnderſtanding of thir 
woꝛdis, that Lhziſte Jeſus ſaid in his Supper. This is my 
body, ilk anc thinking thaim ſelf to haue the rpcht vnderſtãding 
heirof. Than quhat ſall the kirk of Bod do in this mater: 
Hall it ſtand oncly to the determinatione of the Counccls, 
without farder trpall taking in the mater: Oz to the determi⸗ 
natione of the beſt learnit men ? nother. Bot the kirk, and 
the beſt learnit men, that euer was, ſould ling firſt be the oꝛdi⸗ 
darie meanis, and Scriptures, quhllk is the vnderſtandung 
heirof. And becauſe the Hacramentall ſpeachis of the Scrtp- 
' tures, ſeruis beſt to oppin this place of the Scripture, for the 
quhilk the controuerſie is, Tharctoze the Pꝛoteſtantes, ſeiug 
the Scripture of Bod, in the Sarramentall ſpcachis, to gif 
the Namc ok the thing, that is ſtgnifeit be the Sacramentall 
ligne, to the ſigne 2: as in the. 11. Chap. of Exod. Quhare it is 
wꝛittin: This is the Paſouer of the Toꝛde: and quh are ſall we 
pꝛepare to ther, the Paſouer? Math. 26. This is my Co- 
ucnant, Gene. 7. Quhilk is als mekle to ſay, as this is the 
ſigne of the Paſoucr. This is the ſigne of my Couenant. 
S wa the Pꝛoteſtantes ſcing, that this is the vnde rllaudiug of 
this Sactamentall ſpeachis, to the quhilk, this Sactamentall 
ſpeach (this is my body ) 1s alpke. The Pꝛoteſtantes is aſurit 
be the woꝛde of God, to haue the rycht vnderſtanding ot this 
place, this is mp body. Foz as the kitk of God, and the mebers 
tharcof, conſentit in all aiges, this to be the vnderlanding of 
this Sacramentall ſpcach, this is the Paſoucr ef the Lozde, 
this 
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this is the ſigue at the inter. Siclyxe it fanld conſent, that 
of this Sacramencall ſgeach (this is my bodp) this is the richt 
vnderſtanding tharcot, this is the figue of np body, Mat chat 
I meane, thare to be only ane baire ſigae, bot ane Sacramens 
tall ſigne, with the quhilk. Gd exheditis to the receauer woꝛ⸗ 
thelp, that thing quhilk is ſignikeit be the ſame ſigns, And not 
onelp ſould the Kirk canſent thireta, bot alſwa, be the autho⸗ 
ritie it hes of Bod. it ſoul3 command it awin members, to hald 
all thaim, quha beleuit the bread and the wone, to be tranſubſtã 
ciat, in the body and blude of Cite: oꝛ Chꝛiſte Jeſus body to 
be incloſit within the koꝛmes of bzxcad and wpne. as Ethnikis, 
and publicanis (as all Mapiſtes ſould be haldin amangis trew 
Chꝛiſtianis) and to ſlee fra chare company, as Derecpkes, and 
Fdolaters , quba be the determinatione of thare Counceis, 
without Scripture of Bod, hes commandit, as Loꝛdes ouer 
Chuſtiane mennis Faith, that all men belene the biead and 
wyne to be tranſubſtantiat in the body + blude of Chꝛiſt Jeſus, 
als lang and bꝛaid, as he was boꝛne of the curgine Marie. à id 
crucifeit on the Crace, under the koꝛmes of bea) and wpne, 
guhilk altogether is wickit. Foꝛ thare is na Councel, that can 
maue onpmaito belene onp thing concerning Neligione, be 
ono without, that euer thay may alledge thaim ſelk to haue, 
without Gods worde. Foꝛ Auguſtine fapis, that it is neceſſart 
to be pꝛonin, be the mi uteſt teſtimoneis of the haly Scripturs, 
that we wald war beleuit. Contra Epiſt. Betili. Donatiſt. de 
vnitate Eccle. Cay. iy; Siclpke he ſayis, he wald nocht haue 
beleuitthe £14 19211, without the authoꝛitie of che Mick had 
tom nuit him. Contra Spiſt. Manichei, quam vocant funs 
damenti. Marke weill his worde, com nouit, and nocht 
monit: toꝛ be this worde commonit;he meanis, that the autho⸗ 
ritie of the Rirk, oꝛ decretis thareot, is nocht ſ\nfficient be thais 
ſclf, ro mone onp man to beleue the Euangell, bot with the 
Spirite and worde of Bod, to commoue the myndes of Gods 
choſin people to beleue. Quharefo:e, ſen nother the ſcripture 
of Bod, noꝛ the Dactoures ſapingis, noꝛ zit na gude reaſone, 
teaches vs to ſeit the ſuppreſſing of Bereſeis, oz the ryeht vn⸗ 
derſtanding of rhe Scriptures, fra the wang, bot at the halp 
Spirite, and the wozde of God: J beleue M. Q. noz na 
godly man will attribute to the generall Councels, that thin 
quhtiik appertems onely to the haly S pirite, and the woꝛde 
God: as is the ſuppꝛeſſing of Dereſets, and the diſcretione-of 
the rycht vnderſtanding ok the Scriptures, fra the wꝛau 


vtherwapis the warld wald liue in perpetuall debait; and co A 
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tentione, without the hereſeis war ſuppꝛeſt, de infallible and 
eternall things (as is the haly ſpirit, and the woꝛde of Bod) 
and nocht be generall, oz particulate councels, that map baith 
:difſauc the warid, and be diſſauit. : 

And ginc ony man wald obtect, that the Rirk of God hes re 
ceauit ſum Scripturs, as Canonicall, and hes refuſit vtherd, 
as Apocripha: Quharefoze it appearis to be ſure, that the kirk 
hes power onely to decernc, and Judge the Scripturs:and ha- 
uing power ro Judge the Scripturs, farre matr ſulde it haue 
power (as appearis) to Fudge, quhuk is the rycht vnderſtã⸗ 
ding, aud quhuk is the wang ofche Scripturs, and ſwa per⸗ 
auenture to ſum men, al wyl appeare to be wꝛang. that we haz 
ue laid. J anſwer, that the Fick receauitthe Scripturs, na'vs 
ther wapis, thau thay war offcrit, and delyuerit be thaim, that 
wꝛat thaim to the Birk: quha was knawin furcly be the reſt of 
the Z1rk, ts be full of the haly Spirit: bot thay war nocht of- 
- fexir, noꝛ delpncrit to the Nick to be Fitdgeit, oꝛ to be receanit 
be the Rirkis Judgement. Bot of thay Scripturs that was 
delynerit, as Canonical be the Apoſtles, and the Euangeliſtis: 
the Birk ſta tyme to tymt, hes boꝛne faithfull wytues thareof 
to the Poſterrtie, that thap war Canont call, of the quhlk the 

irk could neuer take on it to Judge. Foꝛ the Apoſties & £2 
uangeliſtis ot thare awin wyll cheſit not, o bzyng in the Kirk 
ony thing, bot that, quhilk thay receauit fra Chꝛiſte, faithfullp 
thay ſchew et to the Nations, as ſapis Tertuliane. For as the 
Sctipturs of the auld Teſtamẽt. was not Judgit be the pꝛeiſt⸗ 
is, 1102 Miniſters, noꝛ be the Synagog ta be Canoyicali, oꝛ As 
pocrypha : bot was kepit ( as ſapis/Augntine ) in the Temples 
of the Deb2ew people, be the deligence of the ſucceding pꝛeiſtis 
Deut. 31. Joſuc vitimo. Debz; 9. Swathe Kirk, nother recea⸗ 
uit, noꝛ refuſit,no2 ʒit Jitdgit it ony Scripture, be it awin auto⸗ 
ritie, bot thay buikis, quhilk it receane fra the Apoſties ;, and 
Euangelifis::{eu the Apoſtles, and Euangeliſtis dapis, with⸗ 
gut interruptione of ty:ne; bes bꝛocht thaim an to this tymc. 
Contra Fauſtum Aanicheum, Lib. 18. Cap. 2. c. And in the 
ſame buke he ſapis. Cap. 4. quhen the Apoſtle Paule, efter the 
Aſcenſione of the Loꝛde, was callit of the Beawn : giue he had 
nocht found the Apoſties lyning, with guhom he mpcht baue 
appeartc, to haue bene of the ſame fallowſchipe be communica⸗ 
tione, and conferring of the Suagel] with tham, (Galat. 2.) 
the Nirk on na mapis had beleuic him. Be this fayngs of Au- 
guſtine, it pe clearlic ſene, that the Kirk of Sod, nother ad 
Mittit, noz refulit the S cripturs, be it awin * — 
- ecau 
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krtauſe the Kirk of the Apoſtles dapis, bad ciõmunttationt and 
conferring of the Scriprurs with the Apoſtles, and Enavge- 
tiftts : and thay Striptirs that the primitine kirk receauit of 
thate haudis, the RitK fuccedrng, as ane faithfull wytnes, hes 
dꝛacht thay ſcripturs to be belemt on to our dap1is. Aud thare⸗ 
foze nother kirk, noꝛ corncels had power to Judge the Scrips 
turs, noꝛ to decerne the rpcht vnderſtanding of the Scripturs 
fra the wtang. be thare Judgement pleaſdur. Foz Auguſtine 
ſapis Lib n. confeſion. Cap. 23. it is nocht leſum of fa hie 
antoutie to Judge, no2 zit ot thy bike: zea, ſuppoſe thare be 
ſum thing thare nocht manifeſt, becauſe we lubmitt to it oure 
viiderſtanding, and we halde it ure, zea, and it that 18 hid to 
our ſytcht ryehteoullie + trewly to be ſaid. Ane man quhoro⸗ 
beit he de now ſpiritual, and renewit in the knawlege of God, 
actoꝛding to his Image, quba hes creatit dun, nochtheles, he 
lulde be ane doar of the law, and nocht ane Judge. Tharckoze 
the Apoſties being in the pꝛimitine kirk, quha be che inſpirati⸗ 
one ofthe haly Spirit, v ꝛat the Scripturs: 4 delpueric thaim 
10 the kirk (mantfeſtlie contening all thingis, that concccnit 
faith, gude mancrs ) the kitk hes boꝛne witnes of thay Scri⸗ 
pturs to the warld, that thay war Canonicail. Bot cirer dat 
this was done. it was nocht leium to the kirk lucceding, to m⸗ 
terpꝛete chap Scripturs at thare plcaſonre : bor the Spiritce of 
£huſt, firſt was to be hard: and the mutuali conſent a7 all rhe 
places of the Scripture, was diligentlie to be cöſidderit, of the 
qubrit; we haue this familiarte cxemple. As quien the kingis 
trtrers tummis to onp Citie, the Kewlars aud goucrnours of 
the Citie. of aue cuſton e may take trpall, ate thap letters be 
ſenz eit 02 nocht. that is pꝛeſentit to thaim in the kyngis name. 
Bot quhen thay vnderſtand, thay letters not to be fenzeit, non 
eo2ruptit.it is nocht leſum, at thare pleaſour. to alter, oꝛ change 
thatm. noꝛ to mak expoſitione, oꝛ gloſe on thaim, bot obep the 
kyngis comand, as it is ſettucth tharcin. And na vther wapis 
cin we indge ofthe Birk :foꝛ quhou beit it is auc faithful Keipar 
ot the Scripturs, zit it is nocht leſum to it, to conſtitute ony v⸗ 
ther thing of thaim, vtherwapis than God hes determinat. 
Quharttoꝛe. ſen the councels ( as he interpꝛetis thaim, the cheif 
Þaſtonrs of the Tininerſall CTongregatione) ts meu fo2 com⸗ 
mounlic bipnde affectionat, æ dull of ſpirit, and takis an tchaim 
to detcene, and derermine thap thingis that is pꝛoponit in 
thart teuntele, quhiſk appertenis onely to the Balye Spirit,. 
t Voꝛd of Bob: J ſav na man is obleſt to ſubſcriuc, oz colcut to 
the leuicnce of thay Lounccis, matr uoz to che a ok ans 
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pꝛiuate man, be reaſane of the Councels. Bot becauſe, chay 
aggre with the wazde of od quharein is contenit the mynde 
and will of the haly Spirit) appꝛouing it tg be trew, be the 
quhilk it takis the ſtrenth, efficacie, and denominatione. Fox 
gif Peter (quha appearit to be ane Pillare of the kirk ( Bal.z ) 
and was ſa great Apoſtle) had errit, and Baule had nocht re 
ſiftit vnto him, quh at Call we ſay than of the Congregatione of 
men, that is led vp and doune with affectionis, blyndnes, and 
erronr, as hes bene monp of the Louncels, ſen the Apaſtles 
dapis, in the quhilk, thare hes nocht bene fa mekle, as ane 
ſchaddow of the haly Spirit. Tharefoze, lat all thingis con⸗ 
cerrung 2 be bzocht to the Scripturs of God, the 
teſtimoneis of the haly Spirit, the twiche ſtaine, and equale 
Judge, that be thay things that is cereanc, and ſtable, oꝛdoure 
mat be tane in doutſum maters. And not to lat doutſũ maters 
be Judgit be vncertane, and mutable things. Foꝛ as the ſpirit, 
and woꝛde of God is ſolide, and immoꝛtall, and full of veritie, 
ſwa is thare decretis, and ſentences eternall, and immontall: 
and as men (quhow great nombꝛe that euer thay be) is moztal, 
mutable, and be nature geuin to lie: S wa thare decretis, and 
ſentences, is vncertane, changeable, and neuer wanting 
ſuſpitione of falſet. 

Bot zit N wald not, that oy man thocht me of that monde, 
that J wald haue all things dꝛawin to the trpall of the Scrip= 
curs : as that F wald haue godly, and weill learnit men, not 
hard in godly co:uncecls, quha hes the oꝛdinarie m2ants, quhars 
by the ſpirit of Bod gents the underſtanding of his Scripturs: 
92 that J lavoure to euacuat the authozitie of the Kirk, oz 
Councels, and to haue the godlp Fathers, and members thares 

ok neglectit. Bot J wald haue the Kirk, the Councels, and 
Fathers tharcof, quhow godly that euer thay war, acknawled⸗ 
geing the things, that pꝛoperlp appertenit to the halp Spirit,. 
and the woꝛde of Gad ( as is ſuppꝛeſling of Dereſeis) nocht to 
apperteane to thaun: And that thay war bot as inſtrumentis, 
mauit and vſit be Bod, to mak manifeſt vnto the warld (as 
dis mouth) the treuth and veritie of all tontrouerſeis: as thap 
ar determinat, and decretit be his Spirit, and linely worde. 
And tharekoꝛe, quhare he ſapis, in the beginning of his argu⸗ 
ment. Gif thare be ſum (as he thinkis thare be monp) quhiikʒ 
ar ſtifnecki: bearing perpetuall diſdaine aganis the general 
Conncels, ſpeciallp, fic as walde haue libertic to thzaw the 
Scripturs, to thare appetite, deſpꝛous of vaine glozie, and to 
be thocht ſingulare in thare awin opinione. J ſubmit mp ſelf 


to the 
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to the dgerent of the Nr wer. g bidder vc de“ vt» te 52 
tallit ſiif gecate, aud deacers o dug 2G vits the Cong 1, 
that wald haue the iudgementd of Conne 13, ans all nen, g har 
ſumeuer thay war lſubiect. to the Judgement If the Spicte, ang 
worde af Soo: o2 thay, quha will nocht inddech thare vnde 
ſtanding in the {eruice of Chꝛiſte, bot wil hanc his wozd tuvgit 
be the vncertaue, and arrogant Judgeinent of men. And gif 
we ſeik ane libertie, that contents vs within the word of Bod, 
and is content that we, and all our actionts be iudgit tharcby, 
oꝛ thay, quha wald haue che Scripturs, and thace interpꝛetati⸗ 
onis, quhow godly that ener thay war, ſubiect to thare coun⸗ 
cels, that is, to thare awin Judgementis, and to hanc na grea⸗ 
ter ſtrenth, noꝛ be thare Louncels, be thare Doctaurs ſayings, 
Zea, and thare apts decretis thay reccane. That quhen anc 
of thir ſeruit thaim nocht to thare libertie, that thay mycht lonp 
to ane vther, fra the Scripturs to the Conuncels, fra the Coun: 
tels to the Doctours, fra the Doctours to the Papis decretts, 
as it war ane Fox, louvynd fra hole to hole, ſeiking ane ſtrẽth. 
And wald we war imdait, huhidder we be thtawers of the 
Scripcurs, that deſpꝛis Scripturs, to interpꝛete Scripturs, oz 
thap.quha wald haue thaim itetpꝛete be the Counccls, thꝛawig 
thaim to the Judgement of men. O2 quhidder we be deſpꝛous 
of vaine gloꝛie, and ſingulare in our awin opinio ne. that refer« 
ris the gloꝛie of all gude Councell, the decretis, the ſuppꝛeſſing 
of Bereieis, and the rycht vnderſtanding of che Scripturs, to 
Bod, and his worde, oz thay, quha attributis the halding of 
Lounccls to thaim ſelt, and furth ſetting thare decretis to rhe 
warld, as the decretis of men, to be obepit as the decretis of 
Sod, vſurping to than ſelf, the ſuppꝛeſſing of Bereſeis, and 
vnderſtanding of the Scripturs, quharein thay ſchaw thaum 
ſelt, mai noz ſingulare in tharc awin opinionc. 


Heir followis M. Q. 


Thꝛide Argument, groundit vpon the 
Scripture, quhare with he confermis his 
Concluſione pꝛincipall, as he alledgis. 


Oecdttdeles, perthante thare is ſum ſa Religions, and 
clene Fingcrit , that thare wyll na 7 perſwade 
. 


——— — 
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thaim without Teſtimoneis of the Scripture, we wyll ſch ad 
gude wyll to latifcic th ire cucioſitie lunpatt. and on this ma⸗ 
ner. it is wꝛyttin be the Hꝛophete Aggee. ; 

Great ſalbe the glaze of this laitter houſſe.mair noꝛ the fic, 
F wyll atke at the, quhat is ſiguiſeit be the laitter houſſe, bot 
Lhuſtis Longeegatione, and Kick vnite together in ane faith, 
be Baprrme? Quhat is ſigniteit be this firſt houde, bat the cho⸗ 
ſin people of Bad, quhilk war beloꝛe the taw of che Euangell: 
haute we nocht exprcfte in Deuteronomie, that ptoniiione was 
dad inthe auld Law, quhenſumeuir queſttone oz debait rays 

amangs the cholin people of God, foz the vnderſtanding of the 
| Law, recours was hade onely to the Pꝛeiſtis ofthe Trpoe ot᷑ 
Lent, and the Judge, to be pactferc in all thare dontis, and 
that the people ſuld na wapis make queſtione, under the name 
of death. Bot to receaue the Jugemẽt ofthe Ministers, quhilks 
war fo: the tyine, Art thow nocht than be the wordis of the 
Hꝛophete, abone rehearſit, compellit to ſap, that the Mimiſters 
of the new Law, ( quha occuppis the plꝛre of the Pꝛeiſtis of the 
Ttrpbe ok Len, 3ea, aid hieare place) hes the ſampu place. zea, 
and ane greater place, to ſtap all doutis, q thilk reſis an mgis 
the reſt of the membꝛis of the Congregatione, for the v 1derftas 
ding ofthe Scriprurs, aud La vof Hoo, And vrtherwavis, 
quhow (all the woꝛdis of the Hꝛophete be of veritie? ſaying; 
that the oi92e of this laitter houlle ſulde be marr noꝛ the firſte, 
giue thare be nocht als tafficient ordour pꝛiouidit be Bad, ta 
ſtay all doutis, quhilk rpũis amangs thaim of this laitter houſe, 
and gin? the Biniſtcrs of the ſanon hes nocht als great place, 
to tabe oꝛdoure iu all mirers of debait concerning the faith of 
thatm, quhilkꝭ ar of the laitter houſſe, as had the Miniſters of 
the firſt houſe. N 

Thane we [all (conozme to Sods worde, and veher gude 
reatone ) conclude the generall councels ocwly concat (qnga⸗ 
rein ar the Miniſters vf the new Law ) to repreſent the Ani⸗ 
ner{2il Birk of God, haning fall power, and autoz' tie of God 
to take oꝛdaur in al matters, quhünk ar in debt ( ſpecial⸗ 
lie to deterne the r2tht vnderſtanding of Gods worde fea the 
Wa ig) as hade the Ainiſters of the aulo Law, and rather 


| greater, 
M. Johne Dauidſonis Anſwer. 
( S to this tht) Argumẽt, that he graundis on the Scrip⸗ 


cars alledging Agree. z. and ther. Cap. of Deutero⸗ 
Na.nie, I Well lat his interpzetatione okthe kirſt and lait. 


as I 9 tag Mi ho te 3 wr — 
mn | #erhouſfe Fang with 0 it atis lytle to the pirpole. 
5 Bot as to the Secor d part, in the gith ilk. becauſe he is fat wau- 
derit by the rycht way, J man anſwer: quhare he ſapis, haue 


" BY we not expꝛeſlte in Denterondmie that pꝛouiſione was had in 
ot the auld Law, quHF cuir queſtiqne, oz debait raiſe amaugs the 
Hh tholim people of Bod, fq2 gaueden af the Law, recours 
os was had only to the Pꝛeiſtis of the Tcpbe ot Lent, + the iudge. 


min the quhiſk he is fir dillauit, thynking hereby. that Bad ſend 
1 Thaim to the j92eiſhs, and Judge, fai the vnderſtanding al ade 
vg aw of God, ſoꝛ gif he had luikit to the text, he ſall fynde, that it 


he fpcakis of na ſiclpłe thing, bot it ſapis gine ony diffictl aᷣ dont⸗ 
of. © lum thing to the (that is Judge of ony Citie) in Judgement 
nd rvie, betutx blude and blude. plep aud vley, plaig, and plaig. us 
ne the maters of tontrouetſie within thy gates. c. and thow ſall 
* tũ on to the Prciftis of the Ceuitis, and on to the Judge (pie⸗ 
he lident, oꝛ gonerndur ) that ſalbe in thay dapis. ac. Firſt it may 
rs be here clerelie ffne, quhow that this place ſ{eruis na thing to 
he his purpoſe, that he walde be at, foꝛ the thing that the Scrip= 
a, ture ſpeakis offirſt heir in generall (as commonlie it dais in 
15 mony vther pla es) it exponis the ſame beirefrer in ſpecial, be 
Is membus, in the Lhaptoirs fallowing of che ſame buitze, as bes 
8, enix the ſlaucter of the Jundtent. and nocent, betuix ſlauchter 
>; of ſettp:irpaſe, and be thaate, betuit byars; and ſellars; Con⸗ 
te, tractars in Ciuile actions, and betuix plaig, and nacht plaig, 
to and ſicloze vther Lintle meters, vuderſtand be this three ter⸗ 
ſe, mts. blude, pley, and plaig: vnder che quhilk, na mentionets 
ce, maid of the vnderſta ding ofthe Scripturs: bot thare is com⸗ 
of mehendit. the Hale Cinile cõtrouerſeis ot the auld Law, quhare 
of in the Leniricale Judge or pꝛeſinent, ſulde haue ſchawin ta 
the Inferior Ghuernours ofthe Citeis of Ifraeil, the ſentence 
de of Judgement. as the Lenitical Pꝛeiſtis, keipars of the Law, 
1a- had geuin him connletl, be the law of God: Ut quhome thare 
ni⸗ was na Judgement focht foꝛ the vnderſtanding of the law, noz 
0d ʒit this text makig na menttone of ony power thay had to nige, | 
412 bot to ſchaw be the Law, to the Jnferioz qudgis. quhow thay | 
the | FCuldeponunee the ſentence and Judgement, ot God, content 
her in his law, of ony difficiſe thing that happinnit within the Ci 
teis : quha in this place of Scrihtute, is nocht pꝛoperlie caller © 
ane Judge, bat ane pꝛeſrdent. oꝛ Tune Soucrnony (efter the 


ſioneficatione of the Bebꝛew terme) becauſe, he was Executoꝛ 
ms dt Sols Judgement (as Sod delpzit Halemon, to be, nocht 
P- nne Fudge. bot ane Execnutoꝛ ofhis Judgemetis, „Neg. s. u.) 
Qnha is hcir in chis Srreptitre, conidpnit together, with the 
9 
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Pꝛeiſtis, to figure the Kingly jÞ2eiſthead of Chꝛiſt Jeſus, qua 
daith was Pꝛeiſt and king. And tharefozc this Pꝛelident, that 

is heir commonly callit ane Judge, he was not ane Judge, be⸗ 
cauſe he Judgit onp thing be his awin warldlp reaſone, oz 
wit: bot becauſe he was executoure ok Gods Judgement, and 
pꝛonouncit (as the mouth of Bod) betuix God and the inferiox 
Judgis, the thing that was determinat be God, and Judgit 
be his Law. Foz quha pleaſis to conſider the Text, thay may 
plainely ſee, the Judgement is referrit to the Law of Bod, and 
the ſchawing of the ſentence of Judgement, the telling. the in⸗ 
fozming, oꝛ teaching, is referrit to the Pꝛeiſtis, and the hie 
Pꝛeſident, ſuppoſe it was onelp, bot foꝛ Ciuile actions amangs 
the people, that he was conſtitute Pꝛeſident be God: Thares 
toꝛe in this place of Scripture, it was nocht the mynd of Bod, 
to teach ony oꝛdoure foꝛ the vnderſtanding of the Scripturs, 
bot foꝛ the Ciuile contronerſcts, amangs the people, he ſchawis 
quhom at the inferioꝛ Judges ſould ſeik the Judgement, as he 
bes determinat, and defpnit in his TLawis, foz doutſum and 
difficill maters. Fox in the auld Law, thay Judges followie 
onelp the literall ſenſe of the Scripture, foz the quhilk, thap 
dad na controuerſie, bot thap keipit che oꝛdinance of God, as 
de requirit thaim be his wzittin wozd. Quharcfoze his argu⸗ 
ment of ſimilitude, betuix rhe 9inifters of the new Law. and 
the Leuiticall Pꝛeiſtis, and Judges, be the woꝛdis of the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet Aggee, that he alledgis, compellis me, noꝛ na vther mã 

to ſap, that the Miniſters otthe new Law, hes the place of the 
Pꝛeiſtis ofthe Trpbe of Lem, to ſtap all doutis, quhilk ryſis 
amangs the reſt of the members of the Congregatione, foꝛ the 
vnderſtanding of the Scripture, and Law of Bod. Bot diſſua⸗ 
dis me allutterly, foꝛ be the cumming of Chꝛiſte Jeſus, the Le⸗ 
uiticall Pꝛeiſthead endit. And tharefoze, it hauing na mair 
place, the Miniſters of the new Law, occuppis nocht the ſame 
place. Bot Chꝛiſte Jeſus, raiſe vp efter anc vther ſimilitude, 
to wit, the ſimilitude of Melchiſedec, and occuppit his place 
in the hie Pꝛeiſthead. and becauſe this Pꝛeiſthead of Chriſte, 
was nocht carnall. and changeable, as the Leniticall was. 
bot ſpirituall, and Eternall, he hes maid vs all ꝛeiſtis, baith 
men and wemen, to offer vp, na carnall, noz fleſchlp things, 
bot our ſelues, ane liuelp and halp Sacrifice, quhilk ſtandis in 
the refuſing of our ſelues: befoze the quhilk, thare is nane of 
our Sacrifices (as is our Pꝛapers, our Almous, and all vther 
godly workis, that he requiris of vs in his Law ) acceptable 
vnto him. Quharefoze, nother the Diniſters ot the new, nor 


auld 
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Law,had ſic power grãtit to thaim be God, to ſtap ony doutis, 
oꝛ to decerne the rycht vnderſtand ing of the Scripture fra the 
wꝛang. bot only the haly Spirit, and rhe woꝛde of Bod: quhilk 
map be ealily perſauit be the Stripturs, and reaſonis fozeſaid, 
quhilk war tedeous againe to repete. And this makis na dero⸗ 
gatione, to the woꝛdis ofthe Pꝛophet, to be of veritie, ſuppole, 
nother the ane, noꝛ the vther Houſe, aſcribe to thatm the ſtapin 

of doutis, in the Scripturs. Foꝛ the glozie ofthe Second houſe 


ſtandis nocht in the ſtaying of doutis, bot in the excellencie of 


the Spirituall gittis, that was exhibit ta vs in the cumming 
of Thꝛiſte. For thare could na greater gloꝛie be grantit to the 
Second dauſe, than quhen the mie ſtie of Bod the Father appe⸗ 
Lit, in the pꝛefence ok his Sonne Chꝛiſte, be the quhilk, the 
Second houſe, had all thing that was requirit to ane ſalide, and 
perfyte gloꝛie. ae ; 

And granting to BJ. Q. foꝛ Diſputationis cauſe, that the 
Miniſters of the new Law, occupyit the plate of the Minifters 
af the auld Law. zea, oz ane greater place, as he alledgis, it 
fall mak na thing to his purpoſe, bot rather contrare to the 
Ia ne: foꝛ we ſee, that top Pꝛeiſtis, quha ſucce dit lincaly ta 
Aaron, held aue Councell in the Apoltles dapis, as is wꝛittin. 
Actoꝛ. 4. quhilk was mair dewelp conuenit, noz was the 
Councell of the Apoſtles (of the quhuk, mentione is maid in 
the. 15; Chap. of the Actes) gif we will hald the conuentione of 
the cheif {Saſtonrs, and Biſchoppis, ane dewelp conenit coun⸗ 
cell, at tge vniuerſall Congreg itione: for the Text bearis this 
words. It come to pas on the moꝛne, that the Princes, Ela 
ders, and Scctbes, was githerit together at Neruſalem, and 
Annas the cheif j92eiſt, and Caiphas, and hon, and Alexander, 
and als mony, as war ofthe Kinred of the hie Pꝛeiſtis. Firſt, 
heir we finde the Romane Pꝛinces, quha had the gonernance 
of Jeruſalem at that tyme, conuenit wich thaim, the Elders, 
and Scribes, quha had the knawledge of the Law: for na man 
was admittit to be Pꝛeiſt, oz Scribe, without knawledge of 
the Scripturs. Siclyke, thare is heir namit, ſpecially the hie 
ꝛeiſtis that conuenit, wich alhthare Rinteß zquha was inſti⸗ 
tute hie Pꝛeiſtis, as God had oꝛdanit in his Law, and appꝛouit 
be the people, as our Pꝛeiſtis hes nocht bene this monp hun⸗ 
dꝛeth zeris bygaine. And thay mycht haue ſaid, that thay ſuc⸗ 
cedit to Aaron. Eleazar, Abiathar; and ſic vthers, abone ane 
thouſand, fiue hundzeth zeris, gif we well compt fra Aaron, 
to the Apoſtles dapis. ; | 
Now I bcleue na mã can deny, bot this was ane general coun⸗ 


*q Ine Conkutationꝭ of M. Q. Ren. 
cell de alp co nuenit (taking ane gencrall couaceil toꝛ the chetf 
Aſtours St the. v.uncrſgll congregactonc) . Sit, berauie rnags 
Want tgepeiddent of M8 gude caugrelil, the hay: wpicuy zins 
« /Qotht to.the Judgement of Gods word, quyar 40; Audgit in 
the mater thay. conuenit foꝛ, thap could nocoti haue detecuu the? 
rycht vuderſtanding of Gods woꝛo frathe wꝛang, noꝛ zit caula 
day ſuppꝛeſſe on) hereieis, hotcha ſtableut che ground of ail 
hereleis, quhilk was, that the Apoſtles ſulde nocht preache, un 
Cnaine of Chute eing., And 4$ we haue tchawrn. this ge⸗ 
Herall countéll ot the ernte -agula law, to haue do nr 
w ckedlip, Tlchameful ie r ritʒ we can coucluot na vchtr thing 
Df the Mi:uſtecs ot the new iw, and chate cauucels, quna iu 
thate councell hcaris nocht tiaſt the Juagement of che Spicu, 
and woꝛde of Had, Alſwa hecaule the Jowis hes the Scrips 
turs of God ot the auld Tetament, contepning the etkett of rye: - 
ucw. T NEL and moup ſtyfneckit and obſtinat papiſtis heg 
aich the new, and auld, Testaments. And alſwa ſunn ofthain 
8 the. 02huinarig meanis, quhacebp Bod vits commoutie to 
ue che unocrſtandung ot his Sewipture. Ratwihſtauding 
kay tan uocht deceruc che rycht vnderſtã dung oethe Scripturẽ 
ſta the wzang: ⁊ that pnly, becauicthay want the haty Spirit. 
the oncly Spirit at al ioſide and ſure diſcretione. Quharctoze 
the Miviltcrs ofthe auld oꝛ new Law, hes nocht be thare ſut⸗ 
| ecMouc,.02 places occuppiag, the diſtretioue ofthe rycht vn⸗ 
derſtauduig of che @cpipcuce tra the wang, bot orthe Spiri, 
and worde of Had, - And thavetoze nothei tontoʒzme to Boas 
W02dc, noꝛ gude ccaſone fall M. Q. conctuor (as he alicogis? 
he bots) that che Generall Counccis ( quhow dewiie that cuir 
tap be touuenic ) has be ony wap tult power and auroune 
Of Od, to deceruc the rycht vnderſtanding of Goos woꝛd fra 
Wzaug, as the iniſters of the aulu Law had, taz the 
iu. ſters of the auld Law, ad na iiciyne power: that can bt 


chawin be Gods wozde. 


Meir followis M. Q. 
Confirmatſoneothis coneluſione, grounditcas he 


alledgis )on the Fyftene Chapter of the Artes 2 
as kfter followis. &f, | 


. Foz fardar confirmatione of ont purpoſe thow ſall marke 
it that is wyttin in the 15, of the actes or tie Apoſtles, 48 
cr follo 15. 
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„ Dertanc men quhilks come fra Jowne, and teachit 

Le Leiten s ctecpt ze be Cucumcitit etter che man er of 
R opfſe s, zc cen nocht be lane. N ocht aue Iptle ſeditione being 
mouitte Baule Barnabas, eganis thaim, than thay verernie, 
that panic and Baruabas, arb certane vihets Of tharm fulde 
poſe to Jeruſalem vnto ihe Apoſttes, and Eldars, abont this 
queſtionc. Quhen thay war cum in to Jernialem, thap war re⸗ 
ccauit with the Congregationc, and Apeſtles, and Eidars. 
T han raile tertane ot the Sect ofthe Phareſeig, quhiltzz did be⸗ 
leuc ſaping, that it was ncidfult to Circumceide thaum end to 
command thaim to keip the Taw of Mops: and the Apoſtles 
and Eldars, cone together to reaione vpon this mater. Quhe 
thare was mckle diſputatione. Peter raiſe vp + (a!d vnto charm 
ze men x bꝛethren, ze knaw quhow lang quhple ſync, God chez 
{tt amangs vs. that the Gent ies be my mouth, ſouide heare the 
woꝛde of the Euangcel, and belcne. (And ekter tollowis the ſame 
Text.) and quhen thay held thare peace, Jemes aniwerit ſap⸗ 
ing. ze men and bꝛethꝛen harkin on to me, Spmon tauld zow, 
nuhovI God at the beginning vileit the Gentiles, to receaue 
thaim. anc pepie in his name: to this aggreis the woꝛds of the 
P2ophere. as is wiyttin: efter this wyll Jreturne againe, and 
big the Tabeinarle of Dauid, quhilk is fallin doun ( and cf- 
ter that James had cytir,+ conferrit the Scriptures, it follow⸗ 
is inthe Text.) Quharctoꝛe J Judge that we trenble nocht 
thaim. quha fra amengs the Benttes, ar turnit to God, bot 
that we wꝛit to thaun, that thay abſtene fra fylthines of Idols, 
fra Foꝛnicatione, fra it that is wyzreir, and blude. 
Beneuolicnt Keader, giue thow diligentlic wyll marke & con⸗ 
ſidder the woꝛdis abone rehearſit. Z how fall fpude a perccaue 
diuers godlie and pꝛoper Leſſons aggreatle for the cſtableſing 
of cur purpoſe. Fi ft thow ſall mark and conſidder, that albeit 
Paule, and Barnabas ( 2s the Striptute teachis ts }wartwa 
Apoſtles appoyntit be Bod to be Pxcchours,to the Gentiles, 
and that thay had the Spirit of Sod, to pꝛeache the treuth and 
verifiecas Pantc him teſt teſtifeis i mony places) zit wald thay 
nocht be ſa bauld, as pꝛiuatip to decerne vpone the queſtione 
mouit in the Lorgreoatione, vnto the tyme thay com to Jeru- 
ſalem. quhare Peter the cheif Apoſtle, was with rhe ret of the 
Apoſtles. and Semozs. Be this exemple of Scripture, we ar 
ſufficiently inſttuctit, na pꝛiuate nomber ( quhow godly oz 
weill lcarnit that tuer thay be) to be fuffictent, o2 ganand to 
take ozdonre in maters concerning Faith, and Keitgione. 
And als we map perccaue, quhow vaine * vncertane 1s the 


>» 


— 
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Fudgemet of moni ther dapis, that fouliſhly followis and ad⸗ 
dictis thaumn leit to the Wickit opinione, of tum pziuate tactious 
3 rowart che einterpꝛetatione of rhe Ancient gencrall Con: 

cis, to quhom it appertenis (b the o2dna nce ot Amichty 
Sod) tiit interpzete Screpeurs, XC. 


. Johne Dauidſonis Anſwer, to 1p. Q. 


2 J "ſte Leſſone, that he hes collectit 


of the Cext tozclaid, 


'QE . 2. By *None.and cremyvic. quhilk he inferris of 
the kodclatd Text, J haus learn twa Teſſonis, quhilk 
being chawin . J all hetrefrer deciare {59d willing, that he 
hes nocht markit. and gatherit ſa wee or co15 Text his leſſone. 
as he beleuis. Ind inp Firſte Leone, 15 this, quhare he ſayis, 
that the Apoſtles, Paule and Barnabas, appointit be Bod, 
haning the Spirit of God. wald nocht tak on thaim co decerne 
pꝛiuatlp vpon the qucſtione monit in the Congregatione, vnto 
the tyme thay come to Jeruſalem. J icarne-than. that the 
Bapis, quha is na pain bot men wanting the Spirite of 
Bod hes bene in cc wiang, this mon hundꝛeth zeris. taking 
on thaim to decerne maters of Faith. and ali controuerſeis in 
Kcligione: qubom J beleue M. Q. will hald to be na general 
Councell. [cap Second Leſlone is, quhare he hes learnit be 
this exemmle of Scripture, that na punate nomber, quhow 
go dly and weill learnit that euer thay be, to be ſufficient to tak 
02dour, in maters concerning Keligione, and Faith. J learne 
gif his Lelſone be trew, that all the Doctours hes labourit in 
varne quhais labours was puncipaliy, to hauc had the trew 
vnderſtanding of the Scripturs, and Bereſeis ſuppꝛeſt, quhilk 
was nocht cls, bot to tak aꝛdour in maters concerning Faith, 
and Neligione. Zea, and J am aſſurit, that thare was neuer 
ane Councell, that diſputit ſa quickly, be the oꝛdinarte meanis 
( quhareby Sod gents the vnderſtanding of his woꝛd) agants 
ſa mony errours and Dereſeis, as ane Doctaur Auguſtine bes 
done, and vther p2nate men. Quharcfot, gif 6. Q. will 
accuſe men of toufiſynes, koz following of priuate wꝛitars, 
cfter his warldly Judgement, J peleue thare warldly toliſhu= 
nes, {aibe wiſdome before God. And quhare he callis thaim 
factious men, becauſe thay will not ſubſcrine to Scripturies 
Touncels, as he dois, J wald he conferrit the new wzitars. 

with 
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with the auld wittars, and CTouncels 12nd 5 7 dont, not, bot he 

fall findc alg quick decta; ian or CG batt! 12 Mo. | Th f 5 13 \ 

td S Works 3,5 US in oy 1 > GLUED W21TAHLsS, (GY fy 1e x Iince:s: 

fo the perictoc 0 this mater, 3 appeillfo his awin cond 

* CAD. AND CI T4 8 thaim i. 2801 er, gien he dic. vos: 

he hes nocht matkic wel his Lernen pouc on thre 
Baule Wiiting to ihe Gals GUS. 1. nv lapis. Elte 

foutene zeic. J went vo £9 Ft ation with Boryobas avs 
C tuik! with me 2 Titus alt 10. And 4 went vp be AKcuelat one. and 
conferrit with chaun the Euangeli, qu! maik J preach anaugis 

the Sentiles. Wierome wrpting on this Tere. atfirmes this 


4 I80294y or Bauies to eruſalem, to baue bene. quben the 16. 
putatione, koz the abolihing of rhe Ceremoneis of the aizid 
Law was had, ber! ux the belens rs of Antiochia anb the . 
And iwa being as Picrome aftemes. guhais fav: a J beieue 
W. Q. will nocht put in dout. Than be this fozeino ext. 
We map clearly {ce. that Baule 3: 20 L3:rnab aS, went nat vp io 
Jerulalem. as dontſum of the thin T, guhiltz he had MCA _ It 
aue lang typine, to the Anttochianis that belcuit, qithitis was. 
the it it was nocht neceſſare, to thaꝛm to be circumtciſ't coz thare 
Saluatione, Bot becaule thare was fin of che Bꝛethzen in 
Antioch, that doutit gik that Paulis doctrine was tirrw 
oz nocht. 

Thap hearing ſum fals breth2en, aduerſours to Baule, qua 
Vader oc culloure and name Of the A poſtles, th At was in 3 e = 
ruſalem, pꝛeachit that it was nece dare that che Gentiles that 
belcuit i Antiochia, ſould be circumciſit, and that the doctrine 
of Baule, was contrare to the doctrine of the Apoſtles in Je⸗ 
rulalem, quhilk mycht haue cauſit men of ane ſincere Faith, ro 
haue doutit, hearing the doctrine of the principaill Boctours 
dilaggre: he aſcendit to Jeruſalem. And J conferrit ( ſapis 
Baule)the Enangel with thaun,thar J pꝛeach to the OO; 
quhlk as Dicrome notes on this worde. is, guher 

thay things that we knaw, we conferre with ane frend, And, 
as in his "boſum, we lay it. that thap things that we knaw, 
with aue vnifozine Louncell may be app2onir. Tharefoze, be 
{1cromes {ſayings we may vnderſtand, that he aſcendit nocht, 
that the reſt of the Apoſtics ſould haue teachit hun: For it is 
anc vther thing to conferre, and ane vther thing to be teachie, 
fot betinr thaun that conferris. thare is caualitic, and betuix 


the Teacher, and him that is teachit tharc is inequalitie. 


Qitharefote he aſtendit to rehears that quhilt he had teachit: 
to the effect, that thay of Jeruſaiem mpcht ſubſcrine to the 
3 GH ij 


i; 
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trtuth with him. Nocht that his preaching, quhiln was the 
veritie of Gods woꝛde, nedit tho =: ma br witneding of men, 
(fo2 de ſchawis, it already to be confermit be God: in ſa far, as 
[| e aſcenbdit ve Neuclatione) bot that He mpcht haue anc 
TH | teſtimontall of the halp Spirit, and Apoſtles, that was thare, 
Þ} N to mak it manifeſt to the warkd, that it was na vther thing that 
1 he teachit in Antiochia, bot that the haly Spirit and the reſt ok 
| Þ | the Apoſties, had appꝛonit be thare tetizyoniail, br the quhiltr, 
git that Pailes aducrſcurs had ohiectit efterwart, circumcili-⸗ 
one to haue bene neceſſare to the avecrie that beienit, be rea⸗ 
ſonc thay mpcht haue laid againe, thit the Apoſties had ſwa 
teachit in Jeruſalem, that this teſtimomzil of the Birk of Je⸗ 
ruſalem, quhilk was in {induc places deuulgate, mvchr haue 
conuictit thaim of falſet. And be the ſame teſtimontail, that 
thay quha beleuit, ſould haue na dout þf thare Saluatione, 
luppole thay had not bene circumtilit, cõſiddering in the Apo⸗ 
ſtles Epiſtle 1s contenit, the decrete of the haly Spirit, in the 
quhilk is decretit, that the Fok of the Law, be nocht put vpon 
| thaim that beleuit in Chziſte. And thzgrefoze it was ſend to 
i Antiochia, be the hand of Fudas, callit Hariabas, and Silas, 
1 to ſtanch the diſputatione, bet:nx the Jowes and the Gentiles: 
[ | Qubidder gif circumciſione to che Gentiles that belenit, was 
1 neceſſare 02 nacht: £nyarcfote be the Heripture, and als be 


| a Picromes ſapingis, oz the cauſes fozciqid, F map iuſtip con⸗ 
' | clude aganis g. Q. Firſte Leſlone, that Baule went nocht 
4 

1 


Vß to Jeruſalem, to decerne vpon ony queſtione, montt in the 
Longregatione. Nox zit to mone ony quiettzone, as douting 
in him (cif, loꝛ he had preachit aganis the fals Teathers, that 
tome fra Jeruſalem to Antiochia. Thpt circumciſtone was 
nocht neceſſare ro the Sentues. And tharckoꝛe the Scripture, 
ok the. 15. Chap. of the Actes, makis na thing koz his Firſte 
Leſlone, that he gathers thareoan. 


Heir followis M. Q. 


| Second Leſſone, collecttt of the. 15. 
| Chap. of the Actes, foz Lonfirmatione 
| | of his Firſte Concluitone, 

= | 
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Baule and Barnabas was reccauit de the Congregation, 
The Apoſtles and Elders onely conuenit to dupute, and 
Decerne 


8 Scondlp, it is to be markit of this — that efter that 


t 


Papiſticalt Councels. 27 


Tceeertie vpon the queſtione mouit in the Cögregatione, beturr 
thc Jowis and the Gentiles. Quhareby we ar lcarmc, tha: 
it apertenit to the Apoſtles and Elders, dewlic connenit toge⸗ 
ther to diſpute, reaſone, & pꝛonunce ſentence, of maters bꝛoch 
in debait, concerning the trew vnderſtanding of the worde of 
God, as the ſpectall membze of che Tongregatione, appopntit 
be God, to that office. And thare dellberatione in maters con⸗ 
cerning faith, and Keligione, æ interpꝛetatione of S cripturs, 
to haue the ſampn denominatione, ſtrenth + effect, as the bale 
reſt ofthe membꝛis of the Congregatione had concurrit thares 


with. 
M. Johne Dauidſons anſwer to 
M. Q. ſecund Leſſone. 


— , , | 
'D JS Text foꝛeſaid, bearis recozd that the Apoſtles, and 


Elders, conuenit to diſpute vpon the mater: bot it ſays 
nocht, thay onely conuenit to diſput. Quharcfozce this argu⸗ 
ment is na woꝛthe, the text makis mentionc of na vthers, bot 
of the Apoſtles, and Slders that conuenit to diſpute, tharefoꝛc 
al vthers fra the diſputatione was ſecludit. Fox be the fame text 
in twa diners places, it map be perſptelie p:ounmn, that thare 
was far ma at that diſputationc, than the apoſtcis.+ clders. Foz 
betuix Peter # James reaſonig, it is wꝛypttin that the Hale mul⸗ 
titude held thare peace. And etter that James had ſchawin his 
reaſone, quhy the Gentiles that belenit ſulde nocht be cirtum⸗ 
ciſit. it is wꝛpttin, that it pleaſit the Apoſtles, and the Elders, 
with all the kirk, to cheis men amangs thaim, and ſend to An- 
tiochia. Mairattouer he can nocht deny, dot the bꝛethꝛen ar ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſp namit in the Superſcriptione of the Apoſtles letter, aud 
vnderſtand onder this woꝛde (ws) in the wrpttin decrete of 
the haly Spirit. Quharefoꝛe it being verrap lyke, that the mul⸗ 
titude had bene ſpeakyng before, becauſe the Spirit of Bob 
ſapis, the multitude held thare prace, efter Peters reaſoning, 

nd ſiclyke the bꝛethꝛen is mentionat in the decrete, and is lyk 
to haue reaſomr, he can not inferre tharefoꝛe, the Apoſtles and 
Elders, to haue onelie diſpute. Aud quhowbeit thap had only 
diſpute the mater, as it is nocht lpke, that thay did, foꝛ it can 
nocht be pꝛouin be the text, zit the reſt of his leſſone, quhilk he 
ſapis he hes lcarnit, is on ane boddomles gronnd. For the 
Scripture foꝛeſaid of the 15. Lap. of the Actes, makis na men 
tione, that it apertenit to the Apoſtles, and Elders to ꝓnunce 
ſentence, in maters bꝛocht \ debait, conterning the trew vnder⸗ 


ſtãding of the woꝛde of God, noꝛ zit that thare delibecatione, in 
| maters 


1A aptſticall Cott neels.. 27 
marers.conce rning kaith,! Religionc an in terpꝛetatione of — 
Sckipturs! ould ba ue the lame denon natione, renth. 


concurrit thareto. a8 Abe ſchawin heirek 


er. in the C onfurarione 
of the & ontirmatione of his Chꝛide __ 


Sa * 


cir kollowi M EC) 


Thude Leſſone, collectit pf the — ert 
fozeſaid, fo: Contirmationc of his 
Loncluſione, } 


| 
þ 


T Diidly. it is to be notit.that efter Paule and 15 — — 


had oppinnit and declarit co the poſtles, and Elder 

the queſtione and debait, that raſe in the 5 
betmx the Jowes and the Sentiles: theßß owes being induric. 
perſuading circumciſione to be neceſſary with Baptilme. the 
Gentiles be the contrare, dildaning the 30k of cirtumciſionc, 
thinking Saprifin c oncly Cufficicur. Raſc vp Deter, and efter 
conferring of Scripturs, declarit Baptiſine ſuſkicient without 
circumciſtone. And als James cytit the Scripturs, to beare 
wituneſling, and appꝛouit the lapingis of Peter, quhilk being 
done. James in the Name of the reſt ol the Apoſtles (becauſe 
hc was Paſtoꝛ and Biſchop of Jeri ale in. quh are the Apoſtics 
conuenit for the tyme) pꝛonouncit ſentence, and ſard, J Judge. 
Marke gude Reader, Peter and Jaines?to call to remCbtance: 
the teſtimoneis of he Scripture, as withecs bearcr, of the will 
and mynde of the Loꝛde. And the Apoſtles to occupy the place 
of the Judge, to the queſtione mouit i rhe Congregationc. 
Foz quhy ? The Apoſtle, James ſatd nocht, the Scripture 
Judges, decerms, no2 gems ſentence, of ente the place of 


the Judge (in the Ram of the reſt of th Apoſtles) vpone him 
ſelf, ſaying, J Judge. | 


M, Johne. Dauidſonis Anſwer to 
M. Q. Thude Leſſone. 


1 Tiharc. M. Q. heir ſapis, that Names in the Ramc of 
4 the reſt of the Apoſtles (becauſe he was Biſchop of 


{© Jcrulalem, quhare the apoſties was couucnit fo2 the 
tyme) 


- Of 


of 


the 
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tymc) prononucit ſentence, J ſay his fayingts hes na ground, 


and that J tak co pꝛaue be diners reaſons, Firſte we may fee 


iu the iſputatione, that Peters reaſoire ts, quhy the Gentiles 


that belemt ſould nocht b{ciremnittt; 1 God (ſapis he) wald 
haue thaim hearing the wozde of the Enangell, be np month. 
and beiene. And he hes put na difference, betuir vs that is 
Jowes and thaim that is Sentiles, in geuing thaim the haly 
Spirit, and be faith hes puriteit thare hartis. Tharetoze now, 
guhp tempt ze Sod, to lav ane FJok on the Diſciples neckis. 
And thir {at words is rehearfit againe, in the Decrete of the 
halp Spirit, put in wit be the Councell, placing this worde 
burdene, for F K.quhiltz ſignſ(fets heir batth ane thing. James 
heirefter, to apprꝛoue Peters reaſone, he alledges Amoz the 
Prophet, and vpone him he groundts his reaſone, quhp the 
Gentiles that beleuit ſould nocht be circumciſit, making his 
2 to the Congeegitione on this mier: ſaping. 
Quthareſofe think beſt, that we trouble thaim nocht of the 
Sentiles, that ar turnit to Bod, bot that we write to thaim. 
that thay abſtene thaim ſelucs fra kilthynes of Jdoles, and 
Foꝛnicatione, and that is wirceit, and fra blude: and of James 
woꝛdis thare is ſum put in che decrete Sicipke. 

Than F ſay, gif this had bene the ſentence that James had 


geuin in the Name-gf the hale Apoſtles, as M. Q. atledgis. 


James failzeit to Peter, thatmud na mentionc of 515 wordis, 
of the quhilk, the hale Councellin the wꝛittin decrete makis 
mentione. And mairatroure, the Councell had faitzert to Ja⸗ 
mes, that wald nocht wzite the ſentence of the Conncetl, as it 
was pꝛonouncit be him, gik he pronouncit the tentence in che 
Name of the hale Apoſtles: foz in the wzittin decrete ot the 
hale Councell, thare is mekle left out, that James ſpak in hes 
exhoꝛtationc, quhilk AJ. Q. callis James ſentence: Bot thare 
was naſic variance amangs thaim. Quharefote in the decrete 
of the Louncel, nother Peters noꝛ James ſapings is followit, 
bot the effect of baith thare ſapings (as members of the councel, 
geuing thare reaſonis as vrhers did, in the diſputatione that 
was thare ) was concludit: ſaping, it hes pleaſit the halp gaiſt 
and vs. xc. To lap na vther burdene vpone zow, as Peter 
ſayis. Bot that ze abſtene zour ſelues fra filthynes of Jdoles, 
and FKoꝛnicatione, and that is wirreit and, from blude, as Ja⸗ 
mes ſavis. | 

Sccondly, that James gane ſentence in this Conncell, it 
can nocht be prꝛouin be this worde Judico in Latine , for 
the Breik terme ) of the oꝛiginqli Tert, ir ſig⸗ 


Che Conkutatione of . Q. Ben. 


nifeis nocht onely Judico, bot arbitroꝛ, cenſeo. 
Quharcfoꝛe Eraſmus, and Sanctes Pagninus men, weil ſene 
baith in thethzee languagis, interpꝛetig the Greik terme! 

) be the Latine Gerbe cenſco, quhilk pꝛoperlie is nocht 
to Judge, 92 to giue ſentence, bot to think to be gude, oz beſt. 
Mairattoure Jrencus in the 12. Chap. of his thꝛid buke read⸗ 
is this place of Scripture on this maner. Pꝛopterea ego ſecũ⸗ 
dun me Judico. Eiking to this verve, | 

Quhilk woꝛdis reſtrykis the ſignificatione of this verbe 

to ane ſpeciall man, kaʒzſamekle as he ſpak at that 

tyme. bot foꝛ him (cif, Foz inſafar he readis, ſecundum me. he 
ſchawis that James was nocht ſa arrogant, and Loꝛdlie ouer 
his bzethꝛen, as that he tuke on him to pꝛonunce ſentence in the 
name of the reſt, oz that he walde haue al vthers addictit to his 
ſayings in the conncell. Bot ſchawing his Judgement be it 
felt, quhat he thocht beſt to be done, accofding to the Scripturs 
in the controuerſie, pꝛoponit befoꝛe thaim: he leauis place to 
all vthers that was thare pꝛeſent, quhat rhay thocht beſt to be 
done in the mater. Not it is nocht lpke, that James wald haz 
ue bene ſa raſche, as to haue geuin ſentence, quhill his reaſone 
firſt had bene hard, & appꝛeuit be the councell, oz that he walde 
haue ſaid, J Judge, bot we Judge, giue he gaue the ſentence 
in the name of the reſt, foz thay had all. bot anc commiſſtone of 


Bod. 

As to the cauſe, quharefoꝛe he alledgis James ſulde ha ue 
tane vpon him to pzonunce ſentente, iu the name ofthe reſt of 
the Apoſtles: becauſe he was Byſchope of Jerulatem. This 
cauſe ſoundis verray neir, to the ambitione of the Bapiſtrie, 
guhilk J beleue na godlie man wyl think to haue bene amang- 
is the Apoſtles. Foz in lpkewapis, Baule mpcht haue ſaid, 
that he was, Apoſtic, and Byſchope couſtitute be God, to the 
balc Gentiles. of the hale warlde, and to thay Sentiles, quya 
had the gouernement of Jeruſalem, at that tyme, that he ſulde 
haue pzonuncit ſentence, in maters perteyning to thaim, to 
quhome he was Apoſtle. And Peter alſwa mycht haue ſaid, 
that he ſulde haue pꝛouuncit ſentence, becauſe he was cherf A⸗ 
— as M. Q ſtylis him) quhilk was mair than to be 

pſchope of ane toun, and alſwa Peter was Apoſtle to all 
the cirtumcilit, nocht oucly in Jcruſalem, bot thꝛouchout the 
hale warlde: quhilk was ane greater thing to be, than to haue 
bene Byſchope of aue Litic of Jeruſalem, vpon the quhils Þe 
ter, and Baule was alſwa conſtitute Apoſtles: becauſe thay 


war conſtitute be Bod, Apoſtles, baith of Jow and 3 
| ar, . 
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Bal. 2. bot James was cholin be the Apoſtles, Byichope of 
Ictuſalem: as ecſiifers Pieremt im the Pꝛologe of the Eceleſt= 
aſticall wipttars: and thor, as LEectipprs Wipttis laps Die⸗ 
rome. Qriharctc2cit hes na t ppeatrance, that he, quha was 
choſin be tthe Arcſtics, walde tar cen him in tharc pꝛeſence, es 
are Byſchore to ꝓpnuncc ſcntecc, guhilß is the office of the beaſt 
pewar. and beſpoc this. giuc Zinics was not Eyſchope of Je⸗ 
tuſalem, at the tyme of this ccuncctl. bot was cholin eiter the 
Lounccll: the cauſe qubarefoꝛc . Q. alicums hin to pꝛo⸗ 
nũce ſentence eis fals. Mairattoure J ſay (wich pdone of Ore= 
rome and Sgeſippus b's autez) it is nocht Ipte, that anp ot 
the 5poſiics. quha was cheſin be Chiu th be reaches to 
the hale warlde, that thay wald e additt thaim eit (ber ge rt 
war fo2 anc ſchoꝛte ipme, to onp pecial Birk) tot tellovethate 
Matſter Thꝛiſtis command: quha commandit nocht p5cter to 
be Byſchope of Rome, no2 Panic Byſchope of Antiochia, no2 
zit commandit he, the Apoſtles to make James Byſchope of 
Jeruſalem; to haue antozitie amangis thaim be reaſone of the 
place that he occuppit: bot he gaue thaim all ane cdmon charge, 
ſaping. pas in to the Hale wartd, a preache the Enaccel to cucry 
Creatutc. Werke 16. Quharcfoꝛc it is nocht weil inkerrit that 
Jämce gatic ſertencc, becauſe he was Byſchope of Jeruſalem, 
ſup role hc had ſerv es the vulgare tranſlation bearis, J tee, 

Thidlpe. this cauſt gubarctozc Q. Q. alledgis, that Ja⸗ 
mes ſulde haue pionuncit ſcentente, is ot na cticer : for it favs 
ris of twa vngodlic thu ge, fitſt of Papiſtric, for the pumcipall 
thing, the arp hes, fot his vſurpit autoꝛitie ot Judgemẽt, and 
ſentcute geuring guer the Hate warlde 2 is, becanſe he ie byſchop 
of anc toun cailit Rome, and ſucteſſour Vito Peter, noinc ies 
nus. Sccundlic, it ſeuozis of embutionc, guic thay regardit 
ony of the apoſtles am ang s thaim (cit. te tcaſone of 'the place 
thay war ch oſin to. and that ambitione wes croppin in amags 
tham, quhitk J belcuc na man u pll ſape. 

Ferdlie, gine thu wozd tes of James had berie the ſentence, 
gcunmtheremecfiheteſt of the council, qu are he ſayis. J 
Jubqc recht to treubie the bꝛether, bot weit to thaun, to ab- 
ſtenc them ſcit. ac. thir uod (bot wicit to than) hadbene 
in peitmtt to heuc bene put in then ide of ane ſentéte., Ind 
gie he wyl ſay, that the ſertence toflov is thir woꝛdis (kot 
v zcit to thaim) . Then J ſap. that the ſenteute (as he calits 
it that Jem cue, and the detrete that was wiytiin in rhe 
Lounceilrothe Gentiles of Antiechis egerets nocht, es or 
Wan mape ice, quhilk ware ane grtcate Jriconnentent, 
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Quyarci9;e be thir rexſ9'113 J concliide, that nother Janes 
(becauſe he was Biſchove of Jeruſilem ) prꝛonguncit ſentence, 
in the R1me of tge reſt If the Jvoſtles: nor zit 111ferris he weill 
of this place. that the Scriptues was nocht Fidge: bot that 
the Apoſtles was Judge. As ſalve \chawin plunely heirekter, 


in the Confutatione of his Contfirmatione, that James gaue 


ſentence (as he alledgis )quhilk heirefter followts, xc. 


cir followisM. Q. 


Contirmatione, of his Thiide Teſſone. 


2 ND to the effect, that thow ſall mair cleirly perceauc 

the Apoſtles, till occupy che place of ane Judge, to the 
mcccp:ctatione of rhe woꝛde of Bod, and the Scripture to be 
as witnes berare, of the will and mynde of the Lozde, Quhare 
by the Apoſtles tui inſtructione. Thow lal mark the ſentence 
put in wit, and ſend away with Baule and Barnabas, and 
ſum vther of the reſt of the CTongregationc, ſaying thir woꝛdis. 
It hes pleaſit the haly Gaiſt and vs, to put na vcher burdene 
vpone 30w, bot till abſtene fra filthynes of Jdoles, and blude, 
it that is wirreit, and Foꝛnicationc, fra the quhiltzz ze kerping 
39w. ze do weill: and weill fair ze. 

Marke gude Keader the wordis of the ſentence: ſaping, it 
hes pleaſit the haly Barft and vs, as the Scriprure waid lap, 
and vs, as Fudges appointit be Bod. to decerne the rycht 
vnderſtanding ot Gods worde fra the wriang Als it map be 
notit, that thare is na teſtunonie of the Scripturc. put in the 

fentence: be the quhilk. it map be perccauit, the Judgement 
_ onelp referrit to the Apoſtles, and the Scripture na wapis to 
accupy the place of ane Judge, towart rhe ĩterpꝛetatione of the 
Scripturs. | | 


M. Johne Dauidſonis Anſwer. 


Ne Bairne map Judge on this interpꝛetatione of 

M. Q. that other he ſpeakis effectionatlp, that grounds 

his argument ſa weakly, to pꝛoue the Apoſtles to be 
Judges, oz cls he hes nocht vnderſtand his Text, that he 
reaſonis vpone. Foꝛ quhare he ſapis, mark gude Keader, the 
Woꝛdis of the ſentence: ſaping. It hes pleaſit the haly Gaiſt 
and vs, as the ſcripture wald ſay, and vs as Judges 8 
be Sod, 
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de Bod. to deterne the ryche vnderſtanding of the Scripture. - 


fra the wiang. This maner of interpꝛetatione, the hale warld 
map ſce. that it is na woꝛth: Foz in ir, thare is maniteſk wang 
done to the haly Spirit, in fa far as M. Q. fa ſlpchtly onerſeis 
tim ( quhom it hes plealit the Apoſtles, the Eiders, and Bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, to put pꝛincipall, and Firſte, as the onetp trew Jndge 
in the decrete) and gents oncly the dignitie of Judgement and 
pꝛeſidencie to tte àpoſtles, quhilk thay wald neuer haue tanc 
on thaim lelucs. And mairattour, J meruetl quhow he Hes 
dꝛeamit this interpꝛetationc, and vs as Judges: conſiddering 
thare is na mentione maid of Judgement, befo2e thir wozdis, 
noꝛ behinde. Except that James ſapis Þ think beſt. quhilk J 
haue ſuſficiently ſchawin betore, that thir woꝛdis meanit ot na 
Judgement geumg. | 

& ccondly, vndcr this worde (vs) is content nocht onely 
the Apoſttes, bot alſwa the Eiders and Brethten, as may be 
caſplie perceanit be the letter wiittin in the Lonneell of the 
halp Spirit. be the Apoſtles, Foz the Jnſcriptione of the lettet 
toutenis the Apoſtics. Eiders, and Brethien, quhilk he hes 
pꝛetermitttt it) his tractine.that be mycht interpꝛete this terme 
(VS) as be plealit. quhilk he touid not haue done, and he had 
lukit to the Superſcriptionc of the ſetter. Quharebp we map 
cleirly fcc, that it is the Scripturs, quhilk geuis the rycht 
vnderſtanding of the difficill places of the Sctipture, and the 
diſcretione beting the rpcht vnderſtanding of chain, and the 
wꝛang. foz the quhilk chare is ony controucrſie, foz the ſuper⸗ 
ſcriptione of this letter of the Tounceil, gems to thaum that 
luikis on this matcr, the rpcht interpꝛetationc of this worde 
(vs). And allwa diſcretione betuir the rycht vnderſtanding 
beirof, and the wrang, withont the quhilk, na waridly Crea⸗ 
ture could interpꝛete it, noꝛ zit could thap decernc, quhidder 
M. Q. hes interpꝛete it rpcht oz wang, And tharefoꝛe J 
haue put in v zit the Epiſtle af the Touncell, that ail men that 
hes onp Judgement, map pertptelp ſce, quhow W. Q. hes 
cloikit the mater, gil he hes pꝛetermittit the Superſcriptione 
of the Apoſtics Epiſtle, ot fct purpoſe: and gif he hes done it 
of tgi:92ance, J haue put the ſame Epiſtle in wit, that the 
warld may haue petie of bis igroꝛaute, and be wer in tymes 
cumm ing, that thay be not diſſauit be his wiitings, and alſwa 
that the v arlo may ler, quyom this woꝛde (ve) rehcarſis, and 
to guhom it es respect. 


D y 


The Confutattone of M. Q. Ken, 
E 
The Supericripttonc of the Councels Epiſtle, 


The Apoſtles and the Elders, and the Bꝛe⸗ 
chꝛen, to the Bꝛethzen of the Gontties, a 
of Antiochia, Spa, and Celicta, 
Greating. ac. 


The Narratione of the Louncels Epiſtle, 


fra vs, hes trouolit zow with wordis, and combꝛet 3our 

myndis, ſaping, ze man be circumciſit and keip the law. 
to quhom we gaue na command: It ſemit to vs tharefore gude 
quhen we coin together with ane accoꝛde to ſend choſin men on 
to zow, with our velouit Barnabas and auic, men quha hes 
Fcoperdit thate !pucs foꝛ the name of our Loꝛd Jeſus Chute, 
Yor haue fend tharefoꝛe Judas and Syplas, qiti;;!k (all alſo telt 
39w, the ſame thyngis be mouth, 


The decrete of this Councell, and 
toncluſione of the Epiſtle, 


Fare as we haue harde that certane, quha departit 


C For it hes pleaſit the haly Baift, and vs, to put na vther 
burdend on zow, than this neceſſare thingis: that ze abſtene fra 
fylthines of Idols, and blude, it that is wyꝛreit, and Foꝛnica⸗ 
nt; fra the quhilks ze keippng zow, ze do weill: and weill 
air ze. 
0 Beit it may be planelie ſene, that this woꝛde (ws) hes not 
onely reſpect ro the Apoſtles, bot aiſwa to the Eiders, + Bie⸗ 
thꝛen cõte nit in the ſuperſcriptione of the letter. And tharefoꝛe 
this woꝛde (ws inthe detrete, is als mekle to ſay, as the A⸗ 
poitics, Clders, and brethzen. Quharetoze it is cuill inter- 
pꝛete, and ws, as Judges: quhilk he referris onclp before, to 
the Apoſtles, Bot it happinnit weill, chat he was not all hale 
biynde that happinnit on the Apoſtles, quha is put in the firſt 
part of the Superſcriptione, and neglectit nocht the hale mem⸗ 
b21s of the Councell. Bot it is nocht maruecll that he ouerſaw 
the Elders, and Bꝛethzen, that was vnderſtande vnder this 
wo2de (ws) aud laſt in the Superſcriptione of the councels 
letter: conadering he ouer taw the halp Spirit, foz his awin 

angntage 


Papiſticall Councels. 2r 


anantace, quha is pꝛeſident ofthe Connceſl, Quhlik come - 
(as J think ) bot ofane kyndlic kirkmanis head, quha walde 
nother haue the halp Spirit, quba knawts all, noꝛ zit the El⸗ 
ders, and Bꝛethzen, quha knawis part, vnderſtanding, that 
ony thing ſulde be done in Counceis, bot be the Apoſtles. to 


- nithom. g. Q. and his cherf Patours,haldis thaim ſelf ſucceſ⸗ 


ſours, that thap may ryng ouer all ments conſcience onely, as 
thay pleaſe. Tharefoze all men that conſtderis the oꝛdoure of 
this counceil, may clerelie ſee, that he hes ouerſene him ſelf, in 
the expoſitione of this terme (ws) foꝛ vnder this terme (ws) 
15 compꝛehendit, the Apoſtles, Elders, and Brethren. Onder 
the quhilk namis is comprchendit the hale Congregatione of 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus Rirk. Fort thare is na gude trew TChꝛiſtiaue ma, 
bot he is other ane Apoſtle, oz ane Eidere, oꝛ ane brother, and 
nate of this oꝛdours ot men. ſulde be ſecludit fra generall, pꝛo⸗ 
uinciall, oz ſonodale councels. Swa thay be qualifeit thare⸗ 
forc. ſuppoſe thay war nocht admittit in the papiſtrie. 
Thudlie, quha pleaſis lay the Cext of this Scripture toge- 
ther, and his gloſe, A beleue thare ſaibe found na man, bot he 
ſa'l hald him war nor blpnd. aud he ſee nocht, quhow M. Q. 
is marnualouſiie wanderit be the way in this mater: for quhat 
affinitie hes tits text, it hes pleaſit the ha v ſoirit æ Ws, to pit 
na vther burdene on zo w bot to abſtene fra filthines ot Idols, 
and it that is wyircit,. and Foꝛutcatione: and this his gloſe, it 
hes pleaſit the haly Spirit + ws, as indges appoyntit be God 
to decerne the rycht vnderſtading of Gods word fra the wꝛãg. 
This text and glole , ts ipke the vulgare interrogattone, and 
the derf manms anſwer, that is commonlie rehearſit, quhen 
twa thingis is alleogit to haue aggreance together that hes na 
ne. Quhow mony myle to Montrois 2 K. ane poikful of plo⸗ 
mbes. Siclpke ze may ſe. quhow vncraftelie he makis be his 
ſecunde Notarioe, the iudgement to be referrit onely to the A- 
poſtles, and the Scripture na wayis to octupie the plate of ane 
iudge. Lat ony man conſidder that pleaſe, this is ane weake 
maner of reaſoning : thare is na teſtimonie of the Scripture, 
put in the ſentence, ergo rhe mdgementts onely referrit to the 
Azoſtles. Foz giue he wyl haue the tudgemet refercit to thaim. 
that is put in the ſentene (as he callis it) the indgement (all 
nocht onely be referrit to the Apoſties, bot to the haly Spirit, 
as pꝛincipall pꝛeſident, and iuoge of the Councell. and to the 
Elders and bꝛethꝛen, quba is put als weill in the ſentence, as 
the Apoſttes,# contenit vader this woꝛde ( ws) in the decrete: 
Quharctoꝛe the Jugement is nocht to be veferrit to the Apoſt⸗ 


The Conkutatione of M. Q. Ker: 


les, 3ca. J will ſay mair, that the Apoſtles hes na mair ado to 
be Judges in this mater, noꝛ thay haue to be Judges oucr the 
bale Scripture: foꝛ this decrete is nocht to be eſteamit, as the 
decretc of man, bot as the decrete ofthe halp Spirit, quha with 
his word hes Judgit, that the Gentiles that belcuis, is exemit 
fra the Law of Mopſes, and nocht the Apoſtles: for quhowbcit 
the Apoſtles, Elders, and Bꝛethzen, is namit in the decrete, 
zit the decrete is nocht to be callit thare decrete, bot the haly 
Spitites: And quhowbeit it be callit the detrete ot rhe Apoſt⸗ 
les, it is Lot etter the Judgement of the warld, and efter the 
comone maner ofſreaking of the Scriprure, becauſe the warld 
Judges be the thing that it ſeis, and hearis. And tharctoze 
quhen men hearts the Apoſtles, Elders, and Bꝛethꝛen, adiov⸗ 
nit with the halp Spirit, in the making of this decrete, becauſe 
thc haly Spirit is nocht coꝛpozall, noꝛ viſible, that thay may 
ſee him, and haue communicatione with him viſibly : thay ha- 
11 gthare communicatione with the Apoſtles, Elders, and 
Bꝛethꝛen, quha was co2poral and viſible men, lpke vnto thaim 
{clf, appointit be God to reule and teach his Kirk (as his in- 
ſlrumentis, quharebp he furth ſettis his Lawis, decretis, and 
Judgement's, to the warld : quhiſk monic Baule to call him 
{cif Rods labourarc : not that he wꝛocht ſic things be his awin 
ftrenth, oꝛ be onp vertew ofhis awin him, mar nor the deade 
inſtrumentis wozkis with warldlp crattis men: bot be his 
grace and power, 1. Coꝛ. z.) thay call the decretis of the haly 
Spirit, the decretis of his Miniſters, as Paule calits the Law 
of Bod, the law of Mopſes: and that etter ane familiare maner 
of ſpeach, vſit in the woꝛde of God: quhilk communicatts and 
attributis vnto men that thing, quhilk appertenis onely to 
Bod: as Baule callis him ſelf, Father of the Cozinthianis. 
1. £02. 4. be the Enangeil. Quhowbeit Bod is all our onelp 
Father, bath of body and Saule: zit as he communicatis the 
dignitie of anc carnall Fatherhead to men. Siclyke. ſuppoſe 
Bod be onely our ſpiritual Farher,zir the Scripturs attributis 
the ſpiritual fatherhead to mẽ. be quhom the woꝛ e # Sacrame 
tis is diſtributit co vs, be the quhilk we ar regencratit. And cõ 
foꝛme to this: Hicrome ſapis, that thare is mony thingis ſpo⸗ 
kin of in the Scripture, contoꝛme to the opinione of the tpme, 
that thay thingis is done: and nocht according to that. quhilk 
the veritte contenit. Wierome in Jeremi. 8. et in Math. Cap. 
14, ag the Gugine Marie ſaid to her Sonne Jeſus Lhufic of 
Joſeph, behauld tip Father, ard 3 murnine ſocht the. Luk. . 
Allwa the wonderful Actes that was done in the prim*#7t!e 

; Birk, 
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Kirk, be the haly Spirit, and the Name of Chute Jeſus, thap 
ar caliit the Actes of the Apo?les, quhitk was done be God, 
and be men, as his inſtrumentis. Quharefoze as thay Actes 
that was done be God, was attribute to men, ſiclpke this de⸗ 
crete, is callit the decrete of the Apoſties, becauſe it was put in 
wit, and maid maniteſt tothe Rick be the Apoſtles, quhowbe⸗ 
it it was oncly the haly Spirits. 

C air ꝛttoure, in ſa far as the haly Spirit is put Firſte in 
this decrete, he can nocht ſay, that it was the Apaſtles decrete, 
oꝛ that thay ar namit heirin as Judges, without he will attri⸗ 
bute to thaim that aypertenis onely to the haly Spirit: o2 els 
to ſay that the decretis ofthe haly Spirit, is the decretis baith 
of God and man, quha will haue na companzone with him, in 
making ot his decretis. And in ſa far as, he attributis be the 
notatione he makis in the confirmattonc of his Thud Lefſone, 
and be this ſentence oꝛ decrete foꝛcſaid ( call it as he pleaſe.) the 
Judgement oneipy to the Apoſtles, he dois great iniurie to the 
haly Spirit, foꝛ quhatſumeuer thing he attributis to the Apo⸗ 
ſteles he ſould attribute the ſame, and marr to the haly Spirit, 
becauſe he is unt in the Wiittin letter, befoze the Apoſtles, to 
quhom he gems the hale Judgement, making na mentione of 
the haly Spirit. 

Bot happin ſum nen will iſa perthante, q ihow can the halp 
Spirit be ane iudge, in maters of debait concerning Acligione, 
oꝛ quhom can he decerne the rycht inter ꝛetation of the Scrip⸗ 
ture. fra che 3 in the earth: J antiroer, it is ure, that the 
haly Spirit was ſend tothe Apoſtles in the carth, as Chu ie 
Teſts priomiſit. JIhn. 14. To teach tham, and the Kirk of 
God. to the end of the warld all veritie. And tharekoze ſen he 
was, and is anc Doctour of the veritie, ſend to thaim, and the 
Kirk in earth: quhateuer thay be, that wald tak the Judgemét 
of his awin doctrine (that is the Scripturs, and the incerpꝛe⸗ 
tatione of thaim) tra him. oꝛ the Judgement of that thing that 


is contrare to his doctrine(as he war ane Creature that vader 


ſtude nocht, gif it war rycht oꝛ wꝛang he teachit 02 gif thap 
wald not, grant that he had the pꝛoperteis conuement fo2 aue 
Doctour, as is Judgement of the mater he teachis, and that 
he hes, dytit + delpuerit be his miniſters, to the Kirk of God, 
thay. wald haue him haldin war noꝛ ane dum Doctour, quhiltz 
war ane blaſphemous thing to be harde, 

And gif ony man wil obiect, becauſe the haly Spirit hes not 
ane mouth, as man to pꝛonounce ſentence, to interpꝛete Scrip- 
turs , and to haue communicatione with men, as carthly 
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Judges hes, he ſulde nocht be properlie haldin ane Judge, oz 
anc interp2croure of the Scripturs. 

J anſwer that the mouth of the haly Spirit was the Apaſtles, 
quha ſpak noche the Scripturs, noꝛ decernit na thing ofchaint. 
bs thaim ſelf: bot the haly Spirit ſpake and decernit be than, 
Tharefoze Chꝛiſte Jeſus (ard to thaim, it is nacht ze that ſpea⸗ 
kig, bot the Spirit ot ʒour Facher that ſpeakis in ow. Mit 16. 
Siclpke quhen Steuin held diſpucatione agants the Lioberci⸗ 
nes and Soꝛenitts (as it wꝛittin Actoz:s. Quhilk coulde not 
be without cptatione, intecpꝛetatio ne of the Scripturs, and di⸗ 
ſcretione betuix the rycht vnderſtanding of thaim fra che wꝛã : 
pit of this diſputatidt᷑, the ſcripture attributis na thing to Ste⸗ 
uin, bot ts the woſedo mne and Spirit that ſpake in hin. qu33 
was na vther Spirit, bot che Spirit of Bod: quha ſvy1ke be 
his Dꝛophetis, Apoſtles, and Miniſters (as his mouth) befoꝛc 
this tyme. And ſiclpke ay [all ſprake be his Mimniſters in the 
tarth) (as hig month) all Sodlie meters, and ſpecialic concer⸗ 
ning Scripturs to the end of the warlde, accoꝛding ra his pꝛo⸗ 
mes. 

rattoure, the Scripturs ſchawis plane lie, that the Deuils 
ſpake on to Chile laping, giue ryow caſt:s ws oute of this, 
{cad ws in the heird oflWwpnue. Mit). 8. Saicly3e thay croit 
ſaving, thow 1s the Sonne of God. Mirk. z. Now thay that 
wyll grant the Deuvyll to ſpcak, J vat tam wyll nocht denve 
ſpeache to the halo S 2irie. Qutharekoꝛc ien the haly Spirit, 
be the ſcripturs is peripelic knaw in to be ane doctour in earthy, 
and hes comunicationc with the warlde, be his Miniſters (as 
be his mouth), and thay haue na Sadke thing, bot be him: 
Nocht only may J collectt, that in this councel of che Apoſtles, 
the halp Spirit is the oncly ſocaking_ Judge, and ſentence ge 
uar be his woꝛde: and the Apoſtles, Eldars, and bꝛethꝛen, is 
bot men, be the quhilk (as Juſtruments) Sod the yaly Spirit 
' ſpcakis his woꝛde. And ſiclyke the ſecunde part of his nota⸗ 
tone, quhilk he makis on rhe Text, (as he aliedgis) is vecrap 
ſlycht ſaying, thare is na Teſtimonie of the Stripture put in 
the ſentence. Tharekoꝛe the Scripture na wapis occuppꝛs the 
place of ane Judge. J anſwer, the haly ſpirit is tirlk put in the 
wꝛpttin decrete, quha is neuer ſeperat fra his Scripturs. nox 
NJudgis na vther wapis, noꝛ thay do, no2 the Scripturs Jnd⸗ 
gis na vther wapis noꝛ he dois. And tharctoze he being in 
the decrete, quha be the mouth of James, and Peter pꝛonuncit 
the Scripturs contepning the ſentence (as his mouth ) it was 


nocht neidtull that the Scripturs,hyis Teſtimoncis, quhilk dos 
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fo2e was tytit be Pater # James, ſulde haue bene repetit aga⸗ 
ine in the decrete. Matrartour and the detrete had bene maid on 
this maner, it hes pleaſit the haly Spirit, æ vs: 02 it hes plea⸗ 
{it the woꝛde of Bod and vs, it was neceſſare thatithe warlge 
hade obepit the derretr. Tharcfoꝛe it was ſuffictent, that ane 
of thaim was expꝛimit in the Decrete, and had nother of thaim 
bene expꝛimit in the Decrete, it had gottin credit, bot as the 
Decrete of men. Quharefoꝛe be the antontie of the Seriptars, 
and rcaions foꝛeſaid, J conclude, that the Birk of God. inter- 
pꝛete the Kirk as he pleaſis, and genng him for diſputations 
cau'c,thatis is repꝛeſentit other be general 02 partienlare coun 
cels, quhow dewitc that euer chap haue bene conmwneir ) is on 
na wapis appopntit Judge be God to decernt, and interpzete 
the rycht vnderſtãding of the Scripture fra the wiang, guhen⸗ 
ſumeuer queſtione oz debait rpſis tc2 the underſtanding of che 
ſame, noꝛ zit na morcalt ching. Bot men that hes bene at con⸗ 
trouerſie foz maters of Keitgone, hes choſin the worde, and 
Spirit ot God to be thare Judges, be than to haue the trew 
interpꝛetatione of the dirficilc places of rhe Stripture, aud dif-- 
cretione ofthe rycht vnderſtanding of the ſame fra the wrang. 
And alſwa pꝛonunciatione of the ſeutence in thare controuer⸗ 
ſic, that hes benc at debait foꝛ onp mater of religtone: and chay 
haue nocht choſiu men, to be thare Judges in contronerſeis. 
Bot giut it war, toꝝ the vſing of the oꝛdinarie mean:s, quhare⸗ 
vp all men. qubuk was of ſaund Andgement, mycht pertyriic 
fcc, quhen on men was at controuerſie, quhat was the Jud= 
gement, aud ſentenite of the worde # Spirit of God, that God 
Walde haue ſchawm to the warlde for thaun batch, Becauſe + 
thap.quhom M. Q. halbes pꝛeſtutlp the cheif Paſtourscquhilk 
he callis the Kirk » war appointit Judges be God, to decerne 
and interp2ete the rycht vndernanding of the Scripturs, fra 
the wꝛang, thꝛow thare ambittont, and warldly affectionis, 
the warld ſould ue in perpetuall debait and controuerſic. 
Fox not onely wald thap mtcrpicte the §cripturs at chare 
pleaſure, bot alſwa deterne the rycht vnderſtaudig ofthe Scrip 
turs to be wꝛang, and the wꝛang to be. rycht, and pzononnce 
ſentente without the woꝛd of So) (as thare anteteſſours hes 
done befoze, in ſindue maters of Keitgione or thay loſit ane 
vncc otthare letungis, oz anc granc of chare vaine honours. 
And ſwa icanc J my Concluitone, direct contrare fon the maiſt 
part to . Q.conftrmit be Seripiurs, Kcaſoms, and Bocto⸗ 
urs ſapingis, trewlp alledgit las he allcggis his Concluſione 
to be) to the Judgement ofthe godly and indifferent Reader, 
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Pꝛaping the Almychty God to communicat ta him, and to all 
thais quha is of his factione, ſamckle of his wonderful graces, 
as he thinkis expedient foꝛ tifaim, to acknawledge thaim 
(cif, laping all warldzly affectionis aſpde, and to do 
that thing, quhils is rycht in his ſypcht, quha 

| is bliſſit foz euer. 


Cf (. . <2 


Maiſter Quintine Kennedets Epiſtle, 
directit to the Bꝛethzen 
Pꝛoteſtantes. 


# JR LY belonit Freindis and Nychbours , J am 
| ; aducrriſtt that thare is ſum learnit men of zour ſect, and 
. opinione, qubiik hes pꝛomiſit Schoꝛtiy ane contutatione 
of the hale Tractiue, quhilk J haue laicly ſer furth. In fauour 
of 300, will do him (quhatſumener he be) ſum eaſe and plea⸗ 
ſotir. And to that effect J haue dꝛawin, and collecrit the hale 
ſubſtance and effect of my buik, in lptle boundis. And gif be, 
and all the reſt, quhilk fanours his ſect and opinione, woll 
contute ony part ofthis bꝛeue rehears of our buik, be ſcripture, 
Reaſone, and authozitic, confozme to the doctrine of Ancient 
Fathers, ſic as Dierame, Auguſtine, Ambzoſe, Sregoze, 
Lhiyſoſtome, Damaſcene, Tertultaue, Cypriane, Theophilace, 
Origenes, 02 Jreneus, oz ony of the reſt of the Ancient Fa⸗ 
thers, being trewly alledgit, and appſyic in contrare my pur⸗ 
poſe. It ſalbe all alpke as he had confuait all our hate work, 
And als J obleis my ſeif, be this my hand wiitt, to 
renounce my Keligtione, and tirbrecemy ſelf to zour 
factione: quhilk J rekin na les, noꝛ to renunce 

the aſſurit treuth, and ſubiect my ſelf to 
great Lonfuſtone and incertitude, 
Fl. 
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„To Maifter Nuintine Kennedy Commendatore 
| Abbote of Croſraguel, M. Johne Dauidſone 
wiſhit grace, health, and peace, frome 
God the Father, thꝛow Jeſus 
Chꝛiſte oure Lozde. ac. 
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dout not, bot zour fordſchip remembers. ze ſend me ane 
Schoꝛt Tractiuc, a lytle befoze the beginning of the Kefoz 
matione of the Neligione in the Kirk of this Kealme, 
contening the hale ſubſtance, and effect ofzonr ſptle butk,quhilk 
is, that the Kirk repꝛeſentit be the general! Conncels, dew ely 
conuenit. is (as ze alledge) the onely Judge appoynrit be God, 


it to decerne the rychr vnderſtanding of the Scripture. fra rhe 
T | wꝛang. quben queſtione is fo2 the vnderſtanding of the ſame, 
ie to haue bene pꝛeſentit in that troublus tpme to James 
IC Betoune Archebiſchope of Glaſgo, our gude Lozde and 
TE Maiſter, to haue had his Judgement and mynde of zour ſ\a'd 
le | butk, befoze that tyme laitip Pꝛentit: quhilk fox that preſent 
b, me, we appꝛouit baith to be gude and godlp, bot ſen ſpne, J 
it finding the Scripturs fa weill oppinnit, be the oꝛdinarie mea- 
b, nis, quharcby Bod tommunicatis vnto men, the vnderſtan⸗ 
it ding of his Scripturs, that J could nocht be langer of zour 
A oprnione, withont 7 wald haue mantenit, as ane ſhanicles 
x man, that thing quhilk had nother ground of Scripture, gude 
* reaſone, noz appꝛobatione of the Ancient Doctours. Quhare 
'- fozc, foꝛ the bzotherly luife beare to all men in Chꝛiſte, and 
ü. koʒ the auld Pariſiane kyndnes, that was betuix vs, to bꝛyng 


zur L. and the * of this Countrie, fra the errour and 
diyndnes that this lytle buik of 3ours, hes haloin zow and 

thatm baith in. Be ſindzie Scripturs and reaſonts J haue 

trauellit, vſing me heirin, efter the commone maner of Keaſo- 

ning, without diſpyte, oꝛ repꝛoche, and on the maift gentile 

maner J could, J haue ſchawin zow. quhow ze haue far ouer⸗ 

0 ſcene zour ſelf in this buik. of the quhiik, in mp hast trewlp J 
am ſozie. Praying zour L. heirfoze, git ze finde the Kcaſonis 
I bring in aganis zours, to haue eu cuat the reaſons of zour 
buik in ony ſozte: vnderſtand my labours not to be, thit 7 
— deſpze 
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deſy2e30ur L. ( quha excedis me far in vnderſtanding, and in 
all kynde ol ſubtile realoning) to acknawledge zour ſelf to be 
ouertum be me, bot lat the veritie beare away the victoꝛie fo: 
vs baith, And be zour acknawledgeing of thay things, ze haue 
oucrſene in zour bmk, lat als mony people cum to the ſycht of 
the Euangell, as ze haue haldin fra it, be the ſame, foꝛ God 
will require thare blude of zour handis, and ze perſeueir in ane 
wilfnll obſtinaeie, without knawledge. And gif zour con- 
ſcience dytis zum to fauld, and aggre to our ſeutence, as ze 
pꝛomes in zour Bil, heirbetoze wiittin, gif onp part of zour 
Tractiue be confuctr. 8 NE, 

Think nocht chat ony man of Chziſtis Religione, Juikis for 
the gloꝛie of zour cumming, to the trew Neligione teachit vs 
be Chziſte, as that ze come foꝛ wipting, oꝛ reaſoning of man: 
For we vnderſtand all, that fhare can cum na man ta Chiſte 
Jelus, bot he quhom his Father dawis to him: quha is dꝛaw⸗ 
ing zow, and all men daplie. Andeharefore, as zour freind, 
J wiſhe zow to ſubdew zour vnderſtanding. in the ſeruice of 
CThꝛiſte, and of zour cumming, Pot plcaſe Sod, that zᷣc cum to 
Lhbiſte Jicſus Religione, we ſall attribute na gloze thareof 
our ſelt, bot with zow of all our cumming and calling, we l 
giue Bod the gloꝛie and thankts : quha oft tymes ſuffers ane 
Pharo oꝛ vther, to ring amangis his choſin people, be quhom 
de may baith declare his Name thzouchout the earth, and ex⸗ 
erciſe his people. And becaule, he will haue mercy on quhom 
he will, and quhom he will, he will hardcne, Noms, 9. of. 
quhais will na man can giuc ane reaſonc. Tharefoze tak dead 
to zour ſelt, quhat ze wꝛite, that ze be not as ane i haro halding 
the people in Egppt of Jdolatrie and crrour, fra the trew 
worlhipping of thare Bod, as he hes appointit in his Law: 
Bot cry toꝛ his mercy and grace (as J fall do with zow) to 
illuminat zour hart with the trew knawledge of his wozde, 
that ze may leaue zour Religion inuentit be man, and embrace 


that Keligione, quhilk is ſet ſurth in the liuely worde of God: 


quhareby oncly ze map cum to the Boꝛte of Saluatione, 
And ſwa fair ze weill, as ze luife the Lozde Jeſus, 
and auancement of his Wingdome. At the 
Pacdagogec of Glalgw, the Firſte of 
Marche, 561. 
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